

Germany halts supplies to Libyan plant 


BONN (R) — Germany said Monday it had stopped two (inns supplying 
equipment for a arspcrtitti new chemical weapons factory in Libya similar 
[o the Rabta {riant that Western countries say makes poison gas. “We 
have no reason to believe these linns knew they were dealing with a 
chemical weapons pbnt,“^vemment spokesman Dieter Voeel told - 


Aguiar news conference. He denied any prosecutions were planned on 
ch urges of iHegal arms exports. “About six months ago wc got indications. 
...that Libya was building a second chemical weapons factory and that 
IttHiy firms, mostly not from Germany, were involved in deliveries to 
tarildsodr a plant — West European firms." he said. The two implicated 
German firms were checked and found to be unaware they were working 
for a chemical weapons factory. The firms immediately agreed to Bonn's 
demands to stem any further deliveries. Mr. Vogei said. “One case 
[probed tunnel-boring equipment and the other some cable — typical 
ijoal-use' products winch could also have been used for other investments 
in Libya and were declared as such.** Mr. Vogel said. 
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Iraq assails U.N. sanctions committee 

BAGHDAD CR) — Iraq protested to the United Nalhnui Monday that in 
sanctions committee was provtfiuiflp the Iraqi people from obtaining the 
daily necessities of life. “Iraq reject*, and protests the mctlkNl or work of 
the sanctions committee.'' Foreign Minister Mohammad Saved Al Sahaf 
said in a letter to U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali reported by the 
Iraqi News Agency (INAj. Mr. Sahaf sharply criticised the cummlitce for 
what he said was its repeated opposition to the import of certain items to 
Iraq. He said ihc U.S. and British representatives opposed "most of ihe 
offers submitted to the committee though they fall within the scope of the 
hasic daily life requirements of the Iraqi people." The United States and 
Britain recently turned down offers fntm Jordanian companies to send 
Iraq textiles, wood and electrical appliances. Mr. Sahaf added. He said 
the committee had approved some of ihe rejected items in the past. Mr. 
Sahaf said Japan joined the United States and Britain in rejecting an offer 
to supply Iraq with 1U.(MH> exhaust fans. He said he hoped (tie new U.S. 
administration under President Bill Cinton would react favourably to 

Iraq's offer of dialogue. 
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4 jng condoles Alamis 

i hadbsandHijazis 

1 ■ 'iMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
Hussein Monday visited the 
” ' >jAksa family to condole them 

• -^Cjer the dead 1 Sheikh Sanded- 

,r ' - *. _ aj Alton), the mufti of Jeru- 

* " tem sad the West Bank who 

- h issed away to tbe Holy Oty last 
■'«_ get. jQng Hussein also visited 

• M .V Khalil Al Rahman Society to 

• for condolences on the death of 
=- firmer Jerusalem Governor 

>riwar Al K hatib. who passed 

■ in fte Holy C3ty last Sun- 
•- ' iy The King also visited the 

ijari fam3y to condole them 
ifer the dcxtft of the mother of 
r, Hibni Hijaa. 

? D ay ordanianwins 
;,rfb fcat questrian event 

^ &Sf, ^MMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s Hani 
, isharar Monday won the first 
.. '. .ace in the Arab Gulf horse 
: J*iow championship held in 
man. Mr. Bkharat won the first 
\ ace in the equestrian cham- 
onship in which 39 competitors 
. I 'trie part. On Sunday. Bisharat 
the. second place in the 

urn ament’s grand prix. 

■ ...j 

' vMC urges protection 
: in Palestinians 

- --UBAI (R) — The 51-member 
"•■‘iganisatiofl of the Islamic Con- 

tence (OIC) Monday urged the 
■'jeority Council to provide inter- 

- - r. itional protection for Palesti- 

’ .ans inthe Israeli-occupied terri- 
. .;ries. An OtC statement said 
:>-raeli forces were “escalating 
. - ~ts of repression, terrorism and 

%?: under against Palestinians ... 

■ _ <- -<4s coincides with Israel's refusal 
,-r comply with the injunctions of 

• -.solution 799 -which provides. 
.. .r the immecHate return of ail 
] - ilesthnan (expefiees) to their 
-.imes." It sad OIC Secrctaiy- 

. 1. general Hamid Al Gabid dut- 
ies the U.N. Security Council to 
fly shoulder its responsibilities 
d take necessary measures to 
•v 1 duce Israel to bah its repressive 
acticrs in the occupied territor- 
, » and to provide flic necessary 
- temational protection for the 
destinian people” 

wedes in Iraq 
; o be freed soon* 

. :OCKHOLM (R) — Three 
'.'vedes jailed in Iraq since 
ptember could soon be set free. 
“ i wife of a Briton also impris- 
in Baghdad told Swedish 

- ‘ ;?dia. “The release of the 

_ rcdes is imminent." Julie Ride, 
'fe of Paul Ride, one of two 
-.fed Britons, was quoted as 

• ring m an interview with the 

• ' -'"day Evening newspaper Wag. 

■ ^ :r . comments followed a visit 

rlier this month to the Abu 

• iraib prison near Baghdad 

• * re to* groups are being 

■” “r* Wde said several 

• ■ T^tworthy" people al tbe pris- 

had told her tbai her husband 
J Briton Michael Wainwright 
uld ! take over the cell currently 
a y* d ty Swedes. She told 
' agency TT late 

; 5 >C*'''?® a y *at she did not think this 
ant those three would in turn 
.moved to another cell. 

an: Island talks 
ust be with Sharjah 

uOSIA (R) — ban ay 
' ray talk over the disputed 

5* ^usa jointly 
. . rotted by Tehran aiff ihl 

• ??. Aiab Emirates (UAE). 
,fc d .*** told with the emirate 
wiatyah. rather than the UAE 

‘ 3 a . ,ion - "Jto Islamic Repub- 
. ,ran ywtt never compromise 
- its national sovereignty and 
to™ 1 “fognty, and any kind 
tiles will ^ shaijah 

to basis of the 1971 accord." 
,, *r** s, sn Minister AH Akbar 
^ C Was fl** 0 *®* 1 us saving by 

A news agency. The 1971 

■ < 3 v f I ” cnt between Iran and 
f i- 1 ' lah, under which Tehran was 

to set up a garrison on 
-• Bland, was signed a few 
! bs before the establishment 
. 6 UAE out of seven Gulf 
hdoms. 

Mce kill suspect in 
i Delta 

■ . O (AP) — Police fatally 
. suspected extremist Moo- 
“>nd arrested three others 
■their pick-up truck sped 
a checkpoint outside a 
lefts town, a security offi- 
ud. In soother jnodent, 

- . arrested four mflitaiKs m 
\-ern Egypt after they 

. ' ; ed a Christian femitv with 
tains. 


Rights group accuses 

Israeli army of ‘summary 
executions’ of Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian hu- 
man rights group accused tire 
Israeli army Monday of carrying 
out “summary executions” of six 
Arabs in the occupied Gaza Strip 
in a two-week' period. 

Al H_aq, the affiliate of the 
International Commission of Jur- 
ists in the occupied West Bank, 
said it had affidavits from witnes- 
ses to the three inddents refuting 
Israeli assertions the soldiers had 
been in danger. 

“The evidence proves that 
Palestinians were executed whilst 
in the hands of the Israeli military 
authorities, having shown no re- 
sistance.” said a statement from 
Al Haq. Only one bad tried to 
flee, it said. 

The army had no immediate 
comment. 

The deaths, described by Al 
Haq as “summary executions.” 
were part of a surge in violence 
since Israel's Dec. 17 expulsion of 
415 Palestinians to Lebanon. 
Israelis have killed 44 Arabs in 
the period. 

Al Haq said soldiers, accompa- 
nied by an Israeli in civilian 
clothes, handcuffed Yousef Al 
Ghoula. 30, inside a house in 
Gaza City on Jan. 27 and then 
took him to the middle of tbe 


street. 

“One of the soldiers aimed his 
rifle at tbe detainee and shot him 
dead with a burst of bullets,” the 
report said. “To ensure that the 
detainee had died, the person in 
civilian clothes likewise shot a 
number of times from his pistol 
into the body of the victim." 

On Feb. 5, an army jeep stop- 
ped a local car, Al Haq said. A 
soldier opened the back door of 
the car and “shot a round of 
bullets” at three young men. That 
soldier and another then fired in 
the air. opened the /ront door 
and shot the two Palestinians in 
the front, it said. 

Three Palestinians died and 
two were wounded, Al Haq said. 

On Feb. 10, four masked 
Palestinian youths were writing 
slogans on a wall in Nuseirat 
refugee camp when four men in 
civilian clothes approached. Al 
Haq said. 

One youth with a sword was 
hauled to the ground, the human 
rights group said. The undercover 
soldiers shot dead one youth with 
an axe who was fleeing, from a 
distance of three metres, without 
trying to arrest him. an Al Haq 
spokesman said. 

“They then released a burst of 
bullets into the body of the first 


youth who had been 
apprehended." Al Haq said, 
adding that both those killed 
were under the age of 16. 

On Sunday. Israeli soldiers 
fataffy shot a 16-year-old Palesti- 
nian and wounded another eight, 
the army and Arab reports said. 

Amjad Masoud Hassan Masha- 
ki sustained a gunshot wound in 
the head after troops opened fire 
when their jeep was allegedly 
stoned in Talousa village near 
Nablus in the West Bank, the 
army said. 

“Soldiers shouted at them to 
stop and when they didn't, they 
shot at them.” an army statement 
said. 

Mashaki was the l, 038th 
Palestinian killed by an Israeli 
during the five-year uprising. 

Seven other Palestinians aged 
15 to 35 were shot when troops 
opened fire in Dureij refugee 
camp in the Gaza Strip Sunday. 
Arab reports said. 

Israel’s high court in a rare 
ruling Monday barred the army 
from demolishing an Arab-owned 
house in the occupied West Bank 
but said the building mav be 
partially sealed, the Itim news 
agency reported. 


Expulsion crisis should not derail 
Mideast peace talks — Abu Sharif 


TUNIS (Agenda) — The crisis 
sparked by the Dec. 17 Israefi 
expulsion of more than 400 
Palestinians to Lebanon should 
not dentil the Middle East peace 
talks, a top adviser to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
quoted as saying in an interview 
published Monday. 


Bassam Abu Sharif, who often 
floats ideas for the PLO leader, 
was quoted as saying by the Tuni- 
sian newspaper Al Bayan that tbe 
expulsions were a “side issue” 
that should not be linked to the 
talks. 

“There should be no link be- 
tween the return of the expellees 
and the continuation of the peace 
talks,” Mr. Abu Sharif was 
quoted as saying. “There are four 
million Palestinians who were ex- 
pelled from their land. I want to 
emphasise that this is only a side 
issue.” 

Tbe Central committee of the 
PLO’s mainstream Fatah move- 


ment met Sunday to “reassess the 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies and the issue or the expel- 
lees,” a PLO spokesman said on 
condition of anonymity. Tbe 
meetings were expected to con- 
tinue Monday. No final com- 
munique was expected. 

Israel's expulsion of the 
Palestinians to southern Lebanon 
on Dec. 17 in retaliation for the 
killing of six Israeli soldi ms by 
Islamic groups has stalled the 
U.S.-led peace talks for two 
months. 

The Palestinians, accused of 
belonging to the Hamas and Isla- 
mic Jihad movements, have been 
living in a freezing tent camp 
outside Israel's self-styled "secur- 
ity zone” in South Lebanon. 
Lebanon refuses to accept them. 

Tbe United Nations Security 
Council originally ordered the 
Jewish state to immediately re- 
patriate all tbe Palestinians, but 
accepted a U.S.-brokered com- 
promise Friday where Israel can 


derides beats Vassiliou 
in polls; Denktash urges 
quick personal meeting 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
President-elect Glafoos aerides 
kept a public silence Monday 
after his razor-thin victory while 
Greece and Turkish Cypriot lead- 
er Rauf Denktash welcomed his 
election. 

Mr. Denktash, president of the 
breakaway statelet in the north of 
the island, invited Mr. derides to 
a “cordial meeting that would 
help eliminate distrust between 
the two peoples.” 

Such a meeting would not solve 
problems stemming from the Tur- 
kish invasion of the north and 
occupation since 1974, but could 
be a positive first step, Mr. De- 
nktash said. 

Turkish Premier Suleiman De- 
mirel said it was too early to 
comment on tbe derides victory. 

Greek President Constantine 
faramanHs toid Mr. derides in a 
message: “I am sure that your 
long personal experience on the 
Cyprus problem will contribute 
positively to finding a just and 
viable solution.** 

Mr. Ckrides, 73, narrowly de- 
feated jtinmihan George Vassi- 
Boe Sunday in second-round vot- 
ing by Greek Cypriots, whose 
gowemasenf of Cyprus in the is- 
bmfssoiitiieropoiWiisinterna- 
tiooally recogntscd. 

Only Turkey recognises Mr. 
Denktasfa"s state, which formally 


broke away in 1983 and is sup- 
ported by 35,000 Turkish troops. 

Despite his call for an early 
meeting with Mr. Clerides, Mr. 
Denktash said resuming U.N. 
peace talks next month would be 
futile. 

“The March talks have lost all 
meaning,” he told a news confer- 
ence in Nicosia. “I consider my- 
self totally without authority in 
tbe matter of continuing the 
talks." 

He said the election result 
meant that militants who 
favonred uniting Cyprus with 
Greece had come to power. 

Mr. Denktash refrained from 
personal criticism of Mr. Cler- 
ides, an (rid political sparring 
partner, and urged him to accept 
face-to-face talks, long spumed 
by the Greek Cypriots. 

“I attend my hand to the new 
president of die Greek-Cypriot 
people in south Cyprus," he told 
Reuters, deliberately choosing 
lan guag e which challenges the 
legitimacy of the Cyprus republic. 

“I invite him to come arm have 
sincere talks here with us to see 
whether there is a way out of the 
stalemate into which (U.N. 
Security Cbancfi) Resolution 789 
and the report of the secretary 
general and his map have put us," 
he said. 

Mr. Denktash expressed eon- 


Glafcos derides - 

cent about what he said were 
election promises by Mr. Clerides 
to cleanse tbe north of Turkish 
forces and Turkish settlers and 
try to reverse a population ex- 
change which took place between 
the two parts of the island in 
1975. 

He predicted that Mr. Cler- 
ides, who won Sunday's poll by a 
hair's-breadth, would openly 
oppose the set of ideas proposed 
by Boutros Ghali, tbe U.N. chief, 
for a Cyprus settlement. 

“One thing is dear. U.N. Re- 
solution 789 has been gravely 
mowed down by the Greek- 
Cypriot electorate,” Mr. De- 
•nktash declared. 

Resolution 789. passed in 
November after tbe Ink itMind of 
U.N. talks with the two corn- 



take back 101 now and the rest by 
year's end. 

The PLO and Arab states have 
denounced the compromise and 
demanded that the Security 
Council enforce its resolutions 
against Israel with the same vigor 
used against Iraq in the Gvtff war. 

Mr. Abu Sharif’s comments 
were toe first by a senior PLO 
figure indicating that the orga- 
nisation, which guides the Palesti- 
nian delegation to the talks, will 
not boycott the negotiations over 
the expulsions. 

“In my opinion, we should not 
link the return of the (expellees) 
with tbe continuation of the 
peace process,” Mr. Abu Sharif 
said, adding, “if we are keen on 
the future of our homeland.” 

Official PLO spokesmen last 
week denied that similar state- 
ments by Mr. Abu Sharif re- 
flected official policy. The denials 
may have been linked to tbe fact 

(Continued on page 5) 


An Israefi soldier Monday guards Palestinians rounded op after an attack on as Israeli hi occupied 
Jerusalem (AFP photo) 

Senate votes to curb law covering 
journalists 9 source of information 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper House 
of Parliament (Senate) Monday 
decided that only courts of law 
can force journalists to reveal 
their sources of information “dur- 
ing trial of criminal cases and to 
protect state security, prevent, 
crime and attain justice.” 

After a lengthy debate of arti- 
cle 6 of the draft press and 
publication law, the Senate voted 
in favour of a motion by Senator 
and former Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran that sources 
should be revealed only under a 
court order and “not to the 
judiciary'' as proposed by the 
Senate’s Judiciary Committee. 
Mr. Badran made his proposal 


after the Senate established that the 
judiciary sought to indude the 
genera] prosecutor who, accord- 
ing to the committee’s amend- 
ment of tbe article, among the 
officials empowered to demand 
that journal ists divulge their 
sources during investigations. 

Mr. Badran said that only a 
court of law can deckle whether a 
case on trial relates to state secur- 
ity or whether the divulgence of a 
journalist’s source can help pre- 
vent crime or achieve justice. Mr. 
Badran’s proposal received the 
support of die majority of the 
40-member Senate. 

During its three-hour session, 
the Senate endorsed tbe recom- 
mendations of its Judiciary Com- 
mittee on articles seven to 16 of 
the 59- Article draft legislation. 


The committee recommended 
that tbe Senate pass articles 
seven, nine, 11. 12. 14 and 16 as 
approved by the Lower House 
but opted for the government's 
version of artide 8 of the draft 
law. 

As amended by the Lower 
House, die artide says, “The gov- 
ernment has to facilitate toe job 
of journalists and researchets in 
looking at its programmes and 
projects." The government's ver- 
sion of the article does not oblige 
it to facilitate the work of journal- 
ists in reviewing its programmes; 
it simply states that the govern- 
ment would “work” towards that 
end. 

The Senate amended articles 
10 and 13 to demand that “those 
(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli 
killed in 
Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An unknown 
assailant killed an Israeli man and 
wounded a woman at a bus stop 
early Monday before fleeing to an 
adjacent neighbourhood. ^Israeli 
police said. 

The stabbing* occurred at 6:2U 
a. m. (0420 GMT) in the Jewish 
neighbourhood of East Talpiot 
near ihe city's U.N. headquar- 
ters. Police sealed off two neigh- 
bouring Arab villages while de- 
taining suspects. 

Police said the dead man was 
28 years old. 

A Jewish woman. 3U. was stab- 
bed in the stomach, leg and head.. 
Hospital officials said she was in 
good condition after surgery. 
Earlier reports incorrectly said 
she was pregnant. 

The hospital said the man's 
father. 63. injured his head in a 
fall trying to help the others. He 
was not stabbed.. 

Angry Jews took to the streets 
carrying protest banners and 
shouting that Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's government had 
tailed to protect them. Police 
urged residents not to take “re- 
venge." 

Police said that at about 6:tXJ 
a.m. (0400 GMT), an "Arab” 
attacked without warning in the 
area of Armon Hanaziv. border- 
ing East Jerusalem. 

Moshe Mizrachi. who was fell 
struggling with the assailant, said 
the man shouted something in 
Arabic but Mizrachi said he could 
not understand it. 

The assailant, described as ab- 
out 25 years old. was seen fleeing 
towards the adjacent Arab neigh- 
bourhoods of Jabal Mukaber and 
Stir Baher by a bus driver who 
fired two shots in his direction, 
police said. 

“We imposed a curfew on the 
two (Arab) neighbourhoods in 
order to find the assailant." a 
police spokesman said. 


Exiles say Christopher tour 
doomed unless they return 



MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — Palestinian expel- 
lees said Monday a Middle East 
tour by the U -S. secretary of state 
this week was doomed to failure 
unless Israel allowed them to go 
back to tbe occupied territories. 

The exiles, stuck in a snow- 
whipped South Lebanon area 
I since being banished by Israel on 
‘ Dec. 17, also urged the Arab 
I League to block a U.N. bid to 
! sidestep their crisis. 

; U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
j Christopher starts his mission to 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait and Israel on Thurs- 
day. He will push to get Middle 
Eak peace talks, stalled by the 
crisis over the expulsions, back 
on track. 

“Christopher will return empty 
handed if be does not achieve the 
return of tbe (expellees). IN line 
with the international decision” 
said Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi, lead- 


blamed Turkish Cypriots for tbe 
lack of progress ami urged both 
sides to take confidencx>btiildmg 
me a s u res. 


er of the exiled men. 

“Christopher has one option: 
To convince Israel to submit to 
tbe international legitimacy and 
implement Resolution 799.” 

U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799, issued a day after the 
expulsions, demands Israel take 
back all the men immediately. 

But Dr. Rantisi said the expel- 
lees were not optimistic Mr. 
Christopher’s visit would lead to 
their swift return home. 

He forecast that Mr. Christ- 
opher was “preparing something 
behind the scenes” and warned 
that the evictees were determined 
not to accept anything less than 
all of them returning home. 

“We urge the Arab states to 
force Mr. Christopher to pressure 
Israel ... and we tell them that we 
reject any phased return. 

“We will achieve victcxy by 
holding on to this decision no 

(Co ntinued on page 5) 


U.N. -commanded force 
to deploy in all of Somalia 

and disarm warring clan factions, 
now numbers about 33 .(XX) troops 
from 22 countries. 

With the transfer of command, 
about 19,(XJ0 U.S. troops would 
be sent home, leaving a rapid- 
reaction force of 5,000 Americans 
and U.S. military logistical sup- 
port. 

About 20,000 other non- U.S. 
troops already in Somalia would 
also stay behind, supplemented 
by fresh forces that would bring 
the total UNOSOM strength to a 
peak of 25.000. 

U.N. officials say the Security 
Council will define the timetable 
of the U.S. withdrawal and hand- 
over to UNOSOM when it con- 
siders Dr. Ghali's proposals. 

But U.N. and U.S. sources 
strongly indicate thai the bulk of 
the American troops would be 
out by the end of April. 

Mr. Mawtewi said UNOSOM 
"will not be a passive peace 
observer group, it will have the 

(Caotomed «t page 5) 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The U.N. said Monday that up to 
25,000 troops would be deployed 
under its flag throughout Soma- 
lia. including the breakaway 
north, after the impending U.S. 
handover of command of the 
multinational force. 

The United Nations Opera- 
tions in Somalia (UNOSOM) 
force ■‘will deploy in all of Soma- 
lia — the north, northeast, north- 
west and along Somalia’s borders 
with Kenya and Ethiopia,” U.N. 
spokesman in Somalia Farouk 
Mawlawi said. 

He told reporters this was 
among recommendations U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
would present to the Security 
Council later this week. He indi- 
cated there was a “consensus” 
that the proposed deployment 
should go ahead. 

The U.S. -Jed “Operation Res- 
tore Hope," sent into Somalia in 
December with a U.N. mandate 
to halt looting of food aid meant 
for two rnttKon starving people 


Israeli-allied gunmen order 
villagers to leave their homes 


TYRE (AP) — Israel's militia 
allies in southern Lebanon Mon- 
day warned villagers living near 
strongholds of resistance fighters 
to dear out. and threatened to 
destroy one village if residents 
cooperate with the guerrillas. 

Voice of the South radio, run 
by the Israeli backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA), warned all 
villagers living near the stron- 
gholds to leave their homes until 
farther notice. 

“In view of increasing attacks 
by fundamentalist guerrillas, we 
advise all villagers living near 
Hizbollah strongholds to leave 
their homes until farther notice." 
the radio said. 

The radio also warned villagers 
living in Majdal Silim. on the 
edge of Israel’s self-styled “secur- 
ity zone” in southern Lebanon, 
against cooperating with the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah. 

“Such cooperation will result in 
the destruction of Majdal Silim 


and the exodus of its popula- 
tion.” said tbe radio. The village 
has an estimated 1.500 inhabi- 
tants. 

Villagers did not appear to 
immediately heed the warnings, 
which normally follow deaths 
among the SLA and Israeli army 
from guerrilla attacks. Such 
warnings sometimes precede 
Israeli air raids or other attacks. 

The violence comes on the eve 
of U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher's Middle East tour to 
revive peace talks stalled by 
Israel's expulsion of about 400 
Palestinians to southern Leba- 
non. 

Lebanese security sources re- 
ported earlier that Israeli troops 
and the SLA fired machineguns 
at suspected Hizbollah positions 
in woods and olive groves near 
the “security zone.” 

Hizbollah guerrillas launched 
attacks on the “security zone” 
Saturday Q n forward SLA posts. 


Banned Islamist group claims 
attack on Algerian strongman 


ALGIERS (AP) — Algeria's 
banned Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) has claimed responsibility 
for the failed weekend attack on 
Defence Minister Khaled Nezzar. 
and the army-backed government 
vowed to “eradicate terrorism.” 

“This can be considered a clear 
and qualitative warning from the 
mujanedeen to the despots who 
have openly fought God and his 
Prophet,” said the front's state- 
ment, received by the Associated 
Press in Paris. It was dated Sun- 
day, a day after the attack, and 
signed by exiled FIS spokesman 
Rabah Kedir. 

The attack aimed at General 
Nezzar, though it failed, was one 
of the most spectacular among 
hundreds known to have been 
mounted by Islamic extremists 
over the past year. It was be- 
lieved to be the first in which a 
bomb was exploded by remote 
control. 

The ruling High State Council, 
in a statement Sunday night, 
pledged to “totally and definitive- 
ly eradicate terrorism" and do 


away with anyone associated with 
Islamic extremists trying to top- 
ple the year-old regime. 

Gen. Nezzar, one of the five 
committee members, is consi- 
dered the regime's strongman. A 
booby-trapped car exploded 
Saturday morning in the path of 
his car as he travelled to work. 
Neither he nor his entourage was 
injured but the explosion dam- 
aged 100 metres roadway, witnes- 
ses said. 

Gen. Nezzar was shown on 
state television Sunday night in a 
working session, sequences 
apparently intended to dispel any 
rumours that he failed to survive. 

The FIS warned “the junta and 
those supporting it” of the “re- 
volt of the Muslim Algerian peo- 
ple,* and threatened more attacks 
“if God wills it.” 

Islamic extremists have targe- 
ted security forces in hundreds of 
attacks since a state of emergency 
was declared Feb. 9, 1992. The 
attacks are aimed at avenging the 
thwarted victory by the FIS in 

(ContiuKd on page 5) 
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Julf states are key market 
or world arms merchants 


By Ashraf Found 

Reuter 


ABU DHABr -- With the end 
or the cold war the Gulf Arab 
oil states, whose vulnerability 
was laid bare by the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, have 
quickly developed into the 
most lucrative market for the 
world's arms merchants. 

More than 35U weapons 
manufacturers from 34 coun- 
tries had their wares on display 
at the opening Sunday in Abu 
Dhabi of the Gulf region's 
largest arms bazaar, the first 
International Defence Exhibi- 
tion (1DEX 93). 

Two years after the Gulf 
war. the Gulf Arabs are 
rushing to modernise and ex- 
pand their defences despite 
curbs on spending due to 
cheaper oil, their main source 
of income. 

The London-based Interna- 
tional Institute for Strategic 
Studies says the Arab oil states 
concluded it was wiser for 
them to rely for security on 
massive arms purchases and 
the protection of outside pow- 
ers rather than on uncertain 
regional alliances. 

As a result, the region offers 
money-spinning opportunities 
especially to arms makers in 
the United States. Russia. Bri- 
tain and France who have been 
badly hit by defence cuts 
brought on by the demise of 
the Soviet Union. 

A private U.S. group that 
monitors rhe arms "trade, the 
Safe world Foundation, said 
last year Middle East states 
placed firm orders worth $42.8 
billion in the two vears to July 
1992. 

The figure includes major 
non-Gulf buyers like Israel. 
Egypt and Turkey but the 


lion's share of $25.6 billion of 
contracts was obtained from 
Saudi Arabia, of which two- 
thirds were won by U.S- firms, 
it added. 

Saudi Arabia has since 
signed further big contracts 
with the United States and 
Britain and its current arms 
kitty is estimated at S5 billion a 
year. 

Kuwait plans to buy an esti- 
mated $15 billion worth of 
arms by rhe end of the decade 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) was expected to spend 
around $10 billion by the year 
2000. 

IDEX 93 opened with the 
UAE awarding a $3.5 billion 
deal to France for 390 battle 
tanks against tough competi- 
tion from its Gulf war allies the 
United States and Britain. 

In addition to the manufac- 
turers. government ministers 
from France. Britain, Russia. 
Iran and Italy came to the Abu 
Dhabi exhibition to help boost 
sales. 

Immediately after the six- 
week war that drove Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait, the Gulf 
Arab states sought to integrate 
the defences of all six states of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
— Bahrain. Kuwait. Qatar. 
Oman. Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE. 

But no concrete measures 
have emerged from two years 
of negotiations and most Gulf 
states have meanwhile signed 
defence pacts with the United 
States. Britain and France. 

This has led to muted critic- 
isms about the usefulness of 
the aims spending spree in 
some Gulf media. 

A prominent economist. Jas- 
sem AI Saadoon of Kuwait, 
was quoted in the newspaper 
Al Khaleej Sunday as saying 


that stockpiling arms was “not 
the same as military power.’* 

He said that when Kuwait 
was invaded by Iraq. 75 per 
cent of the available weapons 
remained unused in store- 
houses. 

Gulf-based diplomats say 
threats — real or perceived — 
surround the Gulf states on all 
sides. 

Iraq, despite its Gulf war 
defeat, is seen as a serious 
threat so long as President 
Saddam Hussein remains in 
power. 

The wealthy but thinly popu- 
lated Gulf Arab states also feel 
threatened by the poverty that 
surrounds them. "A poor man 
has po need to burglar alarms 
...it is the millionaire who buys 
them and hires security firms 
for his protection." one diplo- 
mat. said. 

Non-Arab Iran across the 
Gulf remains a major worry 
despite an improvement in ties 
after it stoutly opposed Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Iran upset its neighbours by 
reviving a dispute with the 
UAE over strategic Gulf is- 
lands last year. Its brand of 
radical Islam causes unease 
although this has mellowed 
since President Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani came to power 
four years ago. 

Iran's purchase of a Russian 
submarine, for example, has 
sent the other Gulf states scur- 
rying for naval anti-submarine 
capabilities, military sources in 
the region say. 

Paradoxically Iranian De- 
fence Minister Akbar Turkan 
was among those who came to 
Abu Dhabi for the show, 
saying Tehran can offer a wide 
range of weapons at competi- 
tive exist. 


U.S. firm bags $300m UAE deal 


ABU DHABI (AP) — The U.S. 
Westinghouse Electric Corpora- 
tion has won a $300 million con- 
tract to install a command- and- 
control system for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) air de- 
fence network, the Defence 
Ministry announced Monday. 

The Pittsburgh-based company 
beat another U.S. firm, the 
Hughes Aircraft Company of 
Los Angeles, for the contract, 
which is the first phase of a major 
upgrading of the seven-emirate 
federation’s command-and- 
control system. 

Jamal Soweidi. the Defence 
Ministry spokesman. said that 
Westinghouse agreed to plow 
back some *•' the money into a 
joint venture in the emirates in 
the UAE’s offset programme. He 
declined to give details. 

The Westinghouse contract 
was the second major deal 
announced bv the UAE at a 


major aims exhibition, one of the 
biggest ever staged in the region, 
which opened here Sunday. 

France’s Giat industries won a 
$3.5 billion contract Sunday for 
390 LeClerc main battle tanks, 
with 56 support and recovery 
vehicles, part of a massive 
armour upgrade by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council states — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, 
Oman, Bahrain and Qatar. 

More than 350 companies from 
34 countries are attending the 
five-day exhibition, and military 
sources said other major deals are 
in the pipeline amid a region wide 
arms buildup by the GCC states 
following the 1991 Gulf war. 

Military sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
new UAE defence command- 
and-control system will likely be 
integrated with those of other 
Gulf states. 







Women from the West Kabul district of A&itar Monday show a Copy of the Koran hit by a buflet 
during fighting and loobing In the area (AFP photo) 


Hughes won a $92 million con- 
tract to build a ground-based 
early warning system for Kuwai; 
late last year. It will replace part 
of the system Kuwait lost in the 
Gulf war. 

Westinghouse. the world’s 
largest producer of advanced 
radar sensor and system technol- 
ogy, will start construction of the 
UAE network in the next few 
weeks. 

The whole system, with two 
more phases, will take four years 
to complete. 

It will folk air bases, radar 
installations and communications 
networks into a centralised sys- 
tem for surveillance of aircraft 
entering UAE airspace. 

The emirates* air defences in- 
clude Crotale surface-to-air mis- 
siles sold to the UAE by France 
last year. 


Kuwaiti 
emir tightens 
penalties 
for corruption 

KUWAIT (R) — The emir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, has approved a law 
stiffening penalties for embezzle- 
ment and giving parliament the 
right to monitor state invest- 
ments. the government gazette 
said Monday. 

It said “law number one of 
1993. regarding the protection of 
public money'' also required the 
state and companies in which the 
stale had at least a 25 per cent 
stake to report all investment 
transactions to government audit- 
ing authorities within 10 days. 

The gazette said the head of 
the auditing authority could ex- 
tend the lO^day deadline in some 
cases. 

Parliament drafted rhe law and 
approved it last month in re- 
sponse to widespread concern 
over losses of $5 billion from 
Kuwaiti investments in Spain. 

Under the law. which covers 
crimes committed abroad, the 
maximum penalty for the most 
serious category of deliberate 
misuse of public funds is raised to. 
life imprisonment .from 10 years 
and the minimum penalty to 
seven years from a fine. 

Offenders who fall under the 
most serious category would be 
ordered to repay to the state 
twice the amount of any public 
money missing as a result of their 
actions, the gazette said. 

The penalty for a less serious 
category, including negligent mis- 
use of public funds and the de- 
laying of reports of investment 
decisions to state audit author- 
ities, would be a maximum of 
three years and a minimum of a 
fine. 

The law gives the attorney 
general the authority to confis- 
cate the assets of fraud suspect^ 


Israeli general sees Iran posing non-conventional threat 


TEL AVIV tAP) — An Israeli 
general has urged his country and 
tile inlemational community to 
“do everything" to prevent Iran 
from obtaining n unconventional 
weapons. 

Gen. Zcv Livni. the head of a 
special command unit appointed 
in the wake of the Gulf war. said 
on army radio Sunday that the 
Israeli public was under increas- 
ing threat of attack due also to 
arms buildups in Syria as well as 
Libya and Algeria. 

Asked ahoul newspaper re- 
ports predicting Iran could Have 
an atomic bomb by 1999. Gen. 
Livni said that Israel was "follow- 
ing all i he developments, also in 
countries farther away such as 
Iran." 

"Israel and the international 
community must do everything. 


and only recently such means 
were proven against Iraq, to pre- 
vent Iran from arming itself with 
nonconventional weapons."' Gen. 
Livni added. 

He also said that “in any future 
war. if one happens, the home 
front must be seen us a potential 
target.” 

Gen. Livni was appointed to 
his post after the 1991 war by 
U.S. allies against Iraq, when 
Israelis were on u chemical attack 
alert because of repeated warn- 
ings by Iraq that it would use such 
weapons. 

In all 39 Scud missiles were 
fired at Israel during that war. all 
tipped with conventional war- 
heads. 

(ran vows to finish 

President Hashemi Rafsanjani 


of Iran has pledged to complete a 
nuclear power plant abandoned 
by the German firm building it 
when the Shah of Iran was over- 
thrown in 1979. state-run Iranian 
radio reported Monday. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. inspecting the 
site Sunday of the Dushehr nuc- 
lear power plant in southern Iran, 
said that Tehran remains deter- 
mined to put the facility into 
operation with or without Ger- 
man firms, said the radio. 

fran will attempt to obtain the 
resources and equipment neces- 
sary to complete the plant con- 
forming to international stan- 
dards the radio quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as saying. 

Germany's Kraftwerke Union, 
a subsidiary of Siemens, began 
building the facility in 1975 as 
part of the late Shah Mohammad 


Reza Pahlavi’s ambitious nuclear 
programme. 

TTie project, which was plan- 
ned to have two 13.000-megawatt 
reactors, was abandoned after the 
Islamic revolution when the plant 
was about 80 per cent completed. 
The uncompleted plant was 
bombed by Iraqi warplanes dur- 
ing the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Tehran Radio reported last 
year that Iran had opened discus- 
sions with China on building nuc- 
lear power stations. 

Iran has embarked on a huge 
effort to upgrade its national elec- 
tric grid, including hydro and oil 
fired generating plants. 

The exiled Iranian opposition 
group. Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. ac- 
cuses the plant of being a secret 
facility in a programme to de- 
velop nuclear weapons. 


Afghan fighters loot 
homes during ceasefire 


KABUL (R) — Islamic guerrillas 
Monday took advantage of a tot- 
tering ceasefire marking the 
fourth anniversary of the Soviet 
withdrawal from Afghanistan to 
loot the homes of Kabul resi- 
dents. 

In the shell-shattered western 
suburb of Afshawr, government 
Mujahedeen fighters picked 
through deserted homes and 
shops and carried away refrigera- 
tors. carpets and blankets. 

The rumble of rockets and 
artillery shook the area in the 
morning and machinegun fire 
erupted around the abandoned 
Russian embassy in the south 
despite a ceasefire announced by 

the Islamic government and its r , . .. n . TOat ^ ar 
radical Hezb-e-Islami opponents. GaanKWm Hek > 

Pakistani peace broker, retired Both Mr. Rabbani and Mr. 
Lieutenant-General Hamid Gul. Hekmatyar declared ceasefires to 
shuttled between President mark the departure of the last 
Burti an addin Rabbani and Hczb- Soviet soldiers, who crossed the 
e-Islami chief Gulbuddin Hek- Oxus River from Afghanistan to 
matyar to try to transform Sun- Tajikistan on the afternoon of 
day’s temporary ceasefire into a Feb. 15. 
permanent truce. “Look at these Muslims.” scof- 

lt was unclear who was in- fed one an^ry resident of 
volved in the morning’s sporadic Afshawr pointing to a group of 
shooting and the city was compa- Mujahedeen loaded with booty, 
ratively quiet after four weeks of Some soldiers were looking for 
fierce battles that have killed Shiites. . -many of whom 
hundreds of civilians and injured come from the central Hazarajat 
more than 5.000. One hospital region. Both Sunnis and Shiites 
reported 14 injured. have reported alleged atrocities 

In the west of Kabul, where the and tit-for-tat kidnappings, 
army has made substantial adv- One Mujahedeen fighter 
an ces against the Shiite Hezb-c- armed with a sabre stopped the 
Wahdat now aligned with Mr. car of a foreign reporter and 
Hekmatyar. a government Mu- asked: “Have you any Hazaras 
jahedeen fighter was leaving with you?” 
with an oil heater strapped to his In the social sciences institute, 
back . the former headquarters of Hezb- 

**This is good looting,” one e-Wahdat leader Abbul Ali 
smiling soldier said as he pushed Mazari that was taken by the 
a cart loaded with a refrigerator government late last week, sol- 
and several tables. diers showed the bodies of eight 

One fighter grinned sheepishly young Hezb-e- Wahdat fighters 
when his companion said the car- laid out outside, 
pet they were carrying “is not “There are many more bodies 
really ours.” Another drove a van around the hills,” one coraman- 
loaded with blankets out of the der said, 
nearby state orphanage. In Mr. Mazari's former office. 

Residents fleeing the area, de- portraits of the late Iranian leader 
vastated by months of fighting Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
since the Mujahedeen took pow- had been slashed, bullets were 
er from the Soviet-installed gov- scattered on the floor and Mu- 
emment last April, told of rob- jahedeen were rifling through 
beries, looting and killings of medicine supplies. 

gc h “nr^ maJOri,ySUnni Arabs reported kill'd 

“They came into my house and Nine Arabs fighting with the 
took everything,” wept one guerrillas in Afghanistan have 
woman who said her three been killed in a clash in Kabul 
brothers had been killed. 311(1 15 injured in the fighting 

The guerrillas said they were were brought to Pakistan M on- 
retaliating for similar looting bv lor treatment, sources said in 
Sbiite Mujahedeen. Peshawar. Pakistan. 

“The Hezb-e- Wahdat looted The casualties occurred in a 
our areas,” said the soldier -clash with government troops 

L! ..o . - nanr P-L 




pushing the cart. “So we are just 
doing the same.” 

Kabul, which emerged relative- 
ly unscathed at the end of the 
14-year war of resistance, has 
been the scene of some of the 
fiercest rocket and artillery bom- 
bardments of the war between 
rival Mujahedeen parties since 
last April. 


near Kabul's Bata Hissar Fort, 
they said. 

Among those killed were a 
Palestinian, a Saudi, an Algerian, 
a Syrian and a Kuwaiti. The dead 
were buried south of Kabul. 

The injured were taken to 
Peshawar’s Al Fozan Hospital, 
run by a Kuwait aid group, and to 
an Afghan-run hospital. 


MIDDLE E AST NEWS 1WBR1B- 

Iranian ayatollah arrested - opposition 

PARK (R> — A senior Iranian religious leader, once designaed 
as successor ro Ayaiollah Ruhollah 

after denouncing the country's eurrent spintual leaoer. . 

Ali Montaari. one of Aystollah Kho^^^^ 

during tfie revolution that ousted theShah in I - 

Saturday at his home in the city of Own- soulbPfTd^n,^ 

taken to the capital. The arrest followed an attack by 

on Ayatollah Montana's house last Friday m whig Xhrwot te- 

aides were killed. Mr. Ban. Sadr said His office soul the 

information came from aides to Ayatollah Montazen 

Sadr said Ayatollah Montazen came under attack afterde ™^ 

ing the current spiritual leader Ayatollah Ah Khamenei. ^ the 

hSd of the assembly of experts which examines legslatw). 

Ayatollah Ali Meshkini. He said Ayatollah 

them as agents of the U.S: Central Intelligence agency whohjrtl 

plotted to remove him as Ayatollah Khomtam s 


by attacking Avatollah Montazen. in a sermon at prayer 
Friday, saying he had been removed because he was mentally 
deficient.’' 

Yemen’s judges strike over lack of protection ; 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni judges have gone on strike to protest 
against tbe government's inability to protect them from a spate of 
recent attacks, the judges” union. has said. The general assembly., 
for the judicial forum said in a statement released Sunday night' 
that judges began an open-ended strike Saturday following am. 
attack on tbe head of the local court in Khamir.-80 kilometres easr 
of Sanaa. It said the wife of Judge Ahmad Abdul Khaleq Hanash 
was killed after the couple were shot at in .the night. It did not give' 
further details. The statement said there had been 12 previous- 
attacks on judges, but did not mention any other killings. “In view 
of the repeated requests from judicial authorities that they be 
provided with protection... the general assembly has decided tn‘ 
stop work .from Saturday until firm action is taken against such- 
attacks,” the statement said. There hare been no media reports' 
about the attacks which appear to be part of a spate of lawlessness 
in the past few months that has -included the kidnapping of' 
foreigners, cost of living riots and fundamentalist attacks on 
foreign targets. . 

Aoun in new residence outside Paris * 

MELUN. France (AP) — Lebanese General Michel Awuv 
spending a five-year exile from his country in France, discreetly 
moved from his sumptuous Marseille residence Monday to a 
village east of Paris. A Cortege of four cars and a motorcycle; 
preceded Gen. Aoun into the vast wooded grounds of his new 
home in the village of Haute Matson, near the town of; 
Cressy-la-Chapelle. about 50 kilometres from the capital .in tbe. 
Seine et Marne region. Gen. Aoun had travelled- north from.. 
Marseille in a military plane. The house reportedly belongs iq a 
friend of Gen. Aoun. A delegation of- local officials recently 
lodged a protest against the arrival of Gen. Aoun. but were given 
assurances his presence would in no way interfere with daily life of 
the area. The foreign ministry recently confirmed rumours that . 
Gen. Aoun, in France since Aug. 30. 1991. would change 
residences at his request. Gen. Aoun. 57. headed a Christian - 
military government in Lebanon from September 1988 until Oct: 
13, 1990. when he was removed from power following a military 
offensive by Syrian and Lebanese forces. Fearing for his' life’ be 
took refuge in the French embassy where he spent 321 days. He 
was condemned to five years exile by the Lebanese state and, 
after lengthy negotiations, was taken in by Fiance. -Gen. Aoun- 
was living under heavy protection, in a villa on. the Comiche. 
Kennedy in Marseille,’ guarded T>y Crack French troops, riot . 
police and a patrol boat that plied the waters in front of his house. , 
Specialists have estimated the cost to France of his guarded life at 
100,000 francs (about $10.5jP0) per day. 

Greenpeace criticises Turkish nuclear plan 

ISTANBUL (R) — The environmentalist group Greenpeace 
Monday criticised the Turkish government’s plan to build a 
nuclear power plant at Akkuyu on the Mediterranean coast. “The 
declared intention to build a nuclear power station in Akkuyu 
near Mersin could be catastrophic not only for Turkey but for the 
region as a whole.” a Greenpeace statement said. “This develop- 
ment would not only be a danger injtself but also help set a trend- 
which will make it easier for other countries in the region to 
follow,” the statement said. In January. Turkey's Electricity 
authority (TEK) announced plans to. build two 1 ,066-Megawatt ' 
nuclear power plants by the year 2010, one at Akkuyu and the 
other possibly at Sinop on the Black. Sea coast. TEK said the 
nudear plants would help meet eleciricity.shortfalls and be pan of 
an ambitious project to quadruple Turkey’s annual generating' 
capacity to 350 billion kilowatt hours by the year 2010. Turkey is , 
orpected to begin building the Akkuyu plant in 1966. Plans to 
build a smaller nuclear plant at Akkuyu existed in the late 1970s 
but were abandoned after the 1980 military coup. Greenpeace- 
said Western European countries were shutting down nuclear- 
plants and scrapping projects since the Chernobyl disaster. **lii' 
view of the unpopularity the nudear industry has earned in the' 
the developed world, it is now looking for markets in the 
developing world,” the statement said. 

Velayati heads for L^tin America - 

NICOSIA (AP> — Iranian FoVeign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. 
left Tehran for Brazil Monday to start a week-long trip also taking 
him to Cuba and Mexico, the official Islamic Republic News' 
re P° rted - Mr - Velavati headed an economic 
and political delegation and will discuss bilateral relations and 
cooperation with Brazilian officials. IRNA reported in a brief- 
disfratch monitored by the Associated Press in Nicosia. A meeting 
or the Iran- Brazil joint economic commission will be held durme 
Mr. Velayati s visit to Brasilia. IRNA said. No other details were' 
disclosed. 
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Si. Mary of Nararct* Chur ch S mtf te h . 
Tel. KIU740 
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WEATHER 

Bulk tin supplied hy the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Slight me in ton pc ram res will take 
place and winds wflj he light and 
variable changing to wulbcastcily 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and sees calm. 

MmJMa*. temp. 

Amman 0 /|| 

Aqaba 4/19 

Deserts 2/ 14 

Jordon Valley 3 / 18 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Walccd Kiswanj 62044] 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakeem 885446 

Dr. Qua Abo Sheikha 752405 

Dr. Adnan Al Znghoul 898140 

Firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascnu pharmacy 637055 

Natrotikh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaawb pharmacy 644945 

Shmctsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairomh pharmacy 623672 

Naj* pharmacy .....847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanou 
Alqods pharmacy .. 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Yahya Al Tarrfi 981502 

Khabfch pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 


food Control Centre 

Gvil Defence D ep a r t men t 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 1 

ChU Defence Emergency 

RcscacPoScc 192.621111. 

Fire Brigade - 

Blood Bank 

Highway Pohcc 

Traffic Police 

Pi tfi iic Senn it} Dcpanmaa — 

Hotd Complaints 

Price Compbu da 

Water and Sewerage 

Compiaims 

Amman Mimtdpaliiy 

ComplaijHs.. 

Telephone Infonnatioa 

(directory assurance) 

Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Telephone 


AbdatTTdcphaBC Repairs ... 
Jordan Television 


Radio Jordan 7741 tl 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oran Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Matted Centre . — 813813(32 
Khabdi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

JatnJ Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBus, J. Amman — - 636140 

Palestine. Shmctsani 664171/4 

Smeiari Hospital 669131 

-■*«£ 

Al-Muasbcr Hosritd «722W9 

Tbe Islamic. Abash 6(6127/37 

Al-Aldi. Abdali HUM* 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcea 777101/3 

Al-BashiT. J. Ashrattch 775111/26 


Army. Maria W16I1/IS 

OneenASa Hospital 686100 

Armd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGdvt. Hospital (09)963323 

Zanja National Hospital 1. (09)900560 

Urn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

Alf&ma Modem Haspkd (09)990990 

IMP: 

Princes Bros Hospital (02)275555 

Gnsk Catholic Hospital (02)212275 

RnAiNafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Proas Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOS THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information k supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) iufwuutioa depart- 
ment at tbe Queen ABa lotcroatioaa] 
Airport Td. {08)533 OtM. where k 
sho ok ] always be verified 


AUIVAU 

Royal Jordanian IRJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 
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•*=« Aqaba (RJ) 

IfelS ..... — Karachi. Dnbai (RJ) 

IRM Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 
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* MS — Cairo (RJ) 

IWi Tonxuo. Moaned fR;) 

1*15 — Fmttait, Yieraa(RJ) 

Other FHgtits (Terminal 2) 


Ifc* RomefAZX 

Beirut (ME) 

Bucharest (RO) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FSghts 

(Terminal 1) 


— Aqaba (RJ) 

Amsterd a m. New York (RJ) 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Park.Bnoscb(RJ) 

— Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

London «U1 

!!"!™"!"”!!!!”jodddt <rj) 

Damascus. Lmuca (KJ) 

Abu Dfanbi. Dubai (RJ) 

Ranh Lntnpnr, Snppue (RJ) 


Aden (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) : 


12:15 

17*5 

««• 


Laraaca. Vienna j 
Dubai ( 

9od»rea»( 


. Uppcr/lowcr price 

Apple 

Banana 

Rmmn (Mttbmnnr) ., 
Bean* ■ 


Canot 

Canfillower ......_ 


Grapefruit 



Mint 

Onion (dry) 

Ottfcii (green)'... 


Potato 

Tomato 


in Ok per kg. 

700/508 

----- 700 / 708' 

640/640 

I. 65DV 450 

160/ HU 

2 sonso 

210/ 160 

158/80 

300/250 

3»/228 

650/550 

— .■ imrjzo 

270/ 300 

200 / W0 

9407380 

— — . W 

210/180 

240 /«) 

.400/168 

...... 380/ 280: 

180 /13ft 

........ 250*200 

13V 60 
24V 180 
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m.S. experts say 
Clinton team should 
•lay more active 
ole in peace talks 


By Stephanie Genkin 

- ‘ Special to Jordan Times 

V 4 MAN — As U.S. Secretary 
state Warren Christopher 
ms bis Middle East tour to help 
‘mp start the stalled Arab- 
raeli peace talks, the Arab 
'orM feamriously awaiting a sign 

- jm 'Wssimgtoo indicating the 
lectibo of the Clinton adminis- 
ation's policies in the region. 
The Arabs, however, should 

’ look for major policy adjust- 
ments on the Middle East under 

[intern's ’ administration which, 

wilding to two American ex- 
:rts oo the region, would be 
milar to former president 
gorge Bosh's approach to the 
iea. 

President of the Middle East 
sritute-Robert Keeley and Vice 
resident Paul Hare expect U.S. 
resident Bill Clinton to continue 
' e policies of his predecessor. 
But Mr. Keeley believes the 
»w U5.‘ administration should 

■ ' ke a more active role in the 

rgkm if it wants to push forward 
Arab-Isxacli peace process 
hich was brokered by the for- 
er adm inistration. 

According to Mr. Keeley, a 
irmer U.S. ambassador to 
-r Greece, there has been no ago- 
nising reappraisal of the peace 
rocess. indicating that Ointon 
id his team wiD pick up where 

■ ie Bush administration left off 
id pish it. 

Fearing that all parties con- 
rmeef are growing impatient 
. ith the 15- month peace talks, 
je to lack of progress. Mr. 

. eeley believes that the new 
iministration- should take a 
ore active role. 

“Personally I wish it would get 
ore a directly involved than the 
st administration," he said. 
Although Mr. Keeley does not 
Ivocate U.S. participation in the 
-igotiations, he believes that the 
.S. role should go beyond pro- 
dural responsibilities. 

“I would like to see the U.S. 
-opose formulae on its own." 
r. Keeley explained, adding 
at he did not favour applying 

■ essure to any one party to the 
■gotiations. 


While Mr. Hare admitted that 
it's difficult from the outside to 
determine at what point the U.S. 
should be more actively engaged, 
he pointed to the. history of 
peace-making in the Middle East 
as a reason for the U.S. to in- 
crease its involvement when the 
negotiations resume. “(The suc- 
cess of) Kissinger’s shuttle di- 
plomacy, Camp David and the 
process leading to Madrid were 
the result of American commit- 
ment to the process,” explained 
Mr. Hare. 

According to Mr. Keeley. the 
secretary of state's visit to the 
region, scheduled to begin Thurs- 
day. is two fold: to revive the 
peace talks and to seek advice 
from key Arab leaders as to how 
to deal with Iraq. 

However, both agreed that 
they are not overly optimistic 
about the advice Mr. Christopher 
will receive during his scheduled 
meetings with Arab leaders. 

“The Arabs are usually crea- 
tive in proposing solutions.” ex- 
plained Mr. Keeley. and added 
that he has not heard of any 
scheme to deal with Iraq. 

Both of the Middle East Insti- 
tute executives agree that Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's most re- 
cent overtures to tone down the 
conflict with the U.S. will be 
looked upon with mistrust in 
Washington. 

“Everything he (Saddam Hus- 
sein) says will be looked at with 
caution and great scepticism. 
There is a problem of confidence 
in his word." said Mr. Hare, a 
former U.S. ambassador to Zam- 
bia. 

The U.S. policy regarding Iraq 
wilt stay on its present course, 
said Mr. Hare, “unless there is 
something alluring. I'm not sure 
what that could be.” he added. 

The Washington-based Middle 
East Institute, established in 
1946. is a non-partisan organisa- 
tion working to increase the 
American public's awareness and 
understanding of the region. 

Mr. Keeley and Mr. Hare are 
concluding a 4-week visit to the 
region in an effort to prepare the 
institute's programming for the 
upcoming year. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Alia to attend graduation in Madaba 

MADABA (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint Al 
Hussein will attend Thursday the graduation ceremony of the 
ninth batch of the Friends of Tourism at Princess Basma School in 
Madaba. Director of Madaba Tourism Office Gha!?b Masarweh 
said the graduates were enrolled in a course which was organised 
by the office in cooperation with the Madaba Education Depart- 
ment. During the three-week period of the course, the partici- 
pants attended lectures by writers and journalists specialised in 
tourism. About 800 students have graduated from the programme 
since it was initiated, Mr. Masarweh said. 

Jordan’s delegation visits l/zbek President Karimov 

TASHKENT (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid 
conveyed Monday a message from His Majesty King Hussein to 
Uzbek 'President [dam Karimov congratulating him on his 
country's independence day and inviting him to visit Jordan. 
Prince Ra'd, who is currently heading a Jordanian delegation on a 
tour of the Islamic republics of the former Soviet Union, 
discussed with Mr. Karimov issues of common interest between 
Jordan and Uzbekistan. Mr. Karimov accepted King Hussein's 
invitation to visit Jordan and praised His Majesty's stands on the 
various international conflicts and the Middle East peace process. 
. Commending achievements accomplished in Jordan under King 
-- Hussein, Mr. Karimov said his government will do its utmost to 
enhance Jordanian-Uzbek relations. The delegation met with 
Jordanian students studving at Uzbek universities and conveyed 
to them the greetings of King Hussein. The delegation will leave 
Tuesday for Turkmenistan on the fifth leg of their tour. 

Cabinet approves tree donation to Lebanon 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has approved a recommenda- 
tion by the Minister of Agriculture to donate 250.000 forest 
iaplings to the Lebanese Ministry of Agriculture to replant the 
[Orest areas affected by the civil war in Lebanon. 

Kabariti discusses labour law with unions 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
•net Monday with Secretary General of the Federation of 
lordanian Labour Unions Khaled Shreim and several federation 
ifficials and discussed the new draft labour law to be taken up by 
: he Cabinet Tuesday. Discussions at the meeting centred on the 
■lews of labourers. The meeting also reviewed Articles 28 and 31 
the draft law. dealing with industrial relations, labourers rights 
nd the investment climate. 

tetaineh attends Arabisation meeting in Bahrain 

r ■ "» 

AfMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation led by Health 
tiruster Aref Bataineh left Amman for Manama, Bahrain 
fbnday to participate in a conference on “Arabising Medical 
ducation in the Arab World.” The three-day conference will 
scuss issues related to Arabising the education of medicine and 
edical sciences in Arab universities and colleges. The Jordanian 
legation will present proposals on drafting a comprehensive 
tn for writing medical books and encouraging the translation of 
*ign medical publications into Arabic. 

ist Amman's needy to receive assistance 

/fMAN (Petra) — Director of East Amman Social Develop- 
nt Department Adel Hijaaeen Monday said the department 
i recently conducted several social studies on needy families in 
:tern Amman areas to define their needs and offer them 
urrent assistance. Mr. Hijazeen said soda! studies were also 
iducted on juveniles and beggars in the area to help solve their 
•Menu. The department, he said, plans on expanding its 
vices and facilitating procedures facing citizens who apply for 
istance. 


Jordan’s first oesophageal hiatus hernia 
surgery finds patient in good condition. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Oesophageal 
hiatus hernia operation, tile first 
of its kind in Jordan and the 
region, was conducted by a team 
of surgeons. led by Khalaf Raq- 
qad, at the Queen Alia Military 
Hospital in Amman. 

The patient was reported in 
good condition. Dr. Raqqad told 
the Jordan Times that the 55 
year-old Jordanian woman who 
underwent the operation had 
been suffering from inflamation 
of the gullet for 10 years but she 


will now be completely cured 
after the four-hour surgery which 
was conducted Sunday. 

He said the patient will be kept 
under surveillance for three to 
four days before she can be dis- 
charged from hospital, because 
this kind of surgery has not been 
done before in tire country. 

Dr. Raqqad said a surgical 
laparoscope was inserted into the 
abdomen of the woman during 
the operation, one of the most 
critical and sensitive ever to be 
conducted in this field. 

Following the success of this 


operation, Dr. Raqqad said other 
operations on the intestines, the 
gullet and the stomach could be 
conducted using the laparoscope. 

He added that he led a team of 
hospital surgeons in two surgeries 
for the excision of the uterus 
using the same technique. 

He said he was assisted by Dr. 
Hassan Malkawi, Dr. Moham- 
mad Daboubi. Dr. Mohammad 
Hammad and Dr. Hanan Rihani 
in the two operations. 

Dr. Raqqad was assisted Sun- 
day by Dr. Hanan Rihani and Dr. 
Ahmad Arabiyat. 


International fraud meeting 
addresses growing problem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Commercial 
fraud has become complicated 
and inter- related to the extent 
that it now requires coordinated 
efforts by concerned organisa- 
tions and nations to combat ft. 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Marwan A wad 
announced Monday. 

Addressing a day-long meeting 
held at the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce on maritime crime 
and international commercial 
fraud, Mr. Awad said the victims 
of such crimes pin their hopes on 
and are closely cooperating with 
the International Maritime 
Bureau (IMB) to curtail these 
incidents. 

The meeting, dealing with ways 
to combat international trading 
fraud and piracy on the high seas, 
was organised by IMB in coop- 
eration with the Jordanian Ship- 
ping Agents Association (SAA) 
and the International Chamber of 


Commerce (ICC). 

The convening now of such 
meeting assumes significance in 
view of the growing number of 
international fraud cases and 
maritime crimes reported recent- 
ly, Mr. Awad said. 

He urged all concerned na- 
tions to facilitate the work of 
IMB and to introduce laws and 
regulations to strictly deal with 
such crimes. 

SAA President Tawfiq Kawar 
said in an address, the meeting in 
Amman was the first of its kind to 
be organised in the Kingdom. 

International trading fraud 
committed by professionals is dif- 
ficult (o trace since the perpetra- 
tors involved assume senior posi- 
tions in banks, insurance com- 
panies, chambers of commerce, 
shipping lines and other interna- 
tional organisations, Mr. Kawar 
said. 

He said that acts of piracy. 


which began off the coast of 
Algeria, have now reached the 
Red Sea. threatening inter-Arab 
trade. 

The meeting, attended by in- 
ternational and regional experts 
in maritime transport and trade, 
reviewed a number of studies and 
research papers dealing with 
maritime fraud. 

According to Mr. Kawar. 
Jordanian banks, insurance com- 
panies and merchants have sus- 
tained huge losses as a result of 
such crimes. 

As recently as last December. 
Reuters reported that a Thai car- 
go ship was attacked by pirates 
who killed the ship's engineer and 
wounded its captain and two crew 
members. 

Mr. Kawar said the ship had 
just left Aqaba with a cargo of 
phosphate bound for Sri Lanka 
and was attacked in international 
waters off the Yemeni coast. 


Montreal Fund grants Jordan 
$500,000 to protect ozone layer 



His Majesty King Hussein confers the lstiklal 
Medal of the First Order on the speaker of N. 


Korea's assembly Yang Hyung Sop Monday 
; Petra photo) 


King accepts N. Korean invitation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein received 
Monday at the Royal Court 
Speaker of the Korean Peo- 
ple's Assembly Yang Hyung 
Sop and the delegation accom- 
panying him. 

At the meeting. King Hus- 
sein stressed the need 'to en- 
hance Jordanian-North Ko- 
rean relations and cooperation 
in issues of common interest. 

The King also reiterated Jor- 
dan's commitment to defend- 
ing “the noble causes of free- 
dom. democracy, human rights 
and the interests of the world 
nations.” 

His Majesty accepted an in- 
vitation extended to him by 
North Korean President Kim 
Il-Sung to visit Korea. 

The head of the delegation, 
which arrived in Amman Fri- 
day on a week-long visit to 
Jordan . conveyed to King Hus- 


sein the greetings of the Ko- 
rean president and his appre- 
ciation of the King's policies 
and services for the causes of 
peace. Third World countries, 
democracy and human rights. 

Mr. Hyung Sop also com- 
mended Jordan's achievements 
under King Hussein. 

At the end of the meeting 
the King conferred the A I 
lstiklal Medal of the First 
Order upon Mr. Hyung Sop. 

The meeting was attended 
by Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 
Royal Court Chief Khaled Al 
Karaki. Lower House First 
Deputy Speaker Mohammad 
Adoub Al Zaben and the 
North Korean ambassador in 
Amman. 

On Monday Mr. Hyung Sop 
and the accompanying delega- 
tion also visited the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS). 


Mr. Hyung Sop. accompa- 
nied by Mr. Zaben. wjs 
briefed on the establishment of 
the RSS and its national rnie. 

He also visited the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JlfST) where he 
met with University President 
Kamel Ajlouni. 

The two discussed scopes of 
cooperation between JUST 
and North Korean universities 
in academic and technical 
fields. 

Dr. Ajlouni briefed Mr. 
Hvung Sop and the accom- 
panying delegation on the 
establishment' and goals of 
JUST, pointing out that the 
university had in a short period 
of time established coopera- 
tion ties with many Arab and 
foreign universities. 

The Korean delegation then 
loured the university's various 
faculties and departments. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Montreal 
Fond for the protection of the 
ozone layer is granting Jordan 
5500,000 as initial step in helping 
It to ' find alternate industrial 
materials that cause no damage to 
the earth’s ozone, Ghazi Oudat, a 
senior official at the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment, said. 

Mr. Oudat said m a statement 
that the foods will be channelled 
to Jordanian industries including 
die Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRC), which will be 
encouraged to produce liquefied 
gas for Jordanian factories in- 
stead of the present materials that 
are damaging to the ozone layer. 


Jordan is a signatory to the 
Montreal Protocol of 1987 which 
established a 5240 million fund 
provided by the industrialised na- 
tions to help developing countries 
opt for materials considered 
harmless to the layer. 

The Montreal Protocol also 
bans import and export opera- 
tions involving all materials consi- 
dered harmful to the stratos- 
phere's protective layer. 

A team of experts from the 
Montreal Fund is currently on a 
visit to Jordan to meet with offi- 
cials and visit sites and factories 
where harmful materials are 
being used, Mr. Oudat explained. 

The experts will also work out 
a programme with the concerned 


public and private authorities to 
provide regular help to Jordanian 
industries in avoiding the use of 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 
which destroy the earth’s ozone. 

The Montreal conference of 
1987 decided to phase out CFCs 
by the year 2000. 

According to Mr. Oudat the 
Montreal Fund team will stay in 
Jordan until February 24. Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat last 
November attended an interna- 
tional conference in Copenhagen 
dedicated to finding mechanisms 
for the implementation of the 
Montreal Protocol. 


Agricultural processing meeting 
to discuss Spain’s experience 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Kbasawneh 
Monday said Jordan was trying to 
benefit from Spain's vast experi- 
ence in agriculture in order to 
promote sales of its own agri- 
cultural produce to European 
markets. 

In a statement following the 
opening of a meeting of Spanish 
and Jordanian agricultural pro- 
duction experts, the minister said 
Spain’s know-how, particularly in 
cultivating and automated bar-, 
vesting of olives, producing olive 
oil, and processing of agricultural 
produce will be the focus of the 
meetings. 

Dr. Kbasawneh said the discus- 
sions are expected to conclude 
with the adoption of a practical 
programme for future coopera- 


tion in projects by the private and 
public sectors of both countries. 

The two-day round-table meet- 
ing is being organised by the 
Jordanian and Spanish govern- 
ments in response to a proposal 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan during bis visit to 
Spain last May, said Spanish 
Ambassador to Jordan Juan 
Manuel Cabrera at the opening 
session. 

The Spanish government has 
welcomed bilateral cooperation 
of the food processing industries 
of Jordan and Spain in the private 
and public sectors, and the meet- 
ing was the first fruit of this 
cooperation, the ambassador 
said. 

He added that it is hoped that 
the meeting will result in closer 
cooperation between the two 


countries in implementation of an 
agreement signed by Jordan and 
Spain during the Spanish foreign 
minister’s visit to Jordan last 
year. 

Mr. Cabrera said the agree- 
ment provided for cooperation in 
cultured, technological and scien- 
tific fields. 

Dr. Kbasawneh said Jordan’s 
participation in last year’s Seville 
Expo encouraged both countries 
to boost cooperation in other 
fields, including the food proces- 
sing industry.* 

The minister added that Spain 
and Jordan have maintained 
long-standing cooperation in 
tourism, culture and science. 

The round-table meetings are 
being held at the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel. 


Jordanians, 
Saudis 
team up 
on waste 
disposal 

IRBID (Petra) — Teachers and 
specialists at Jordanian and Saudi 
Arabian universities are combin- 
ing their efforts to work out 
programmes on safe disposal of 
dangerous waste, similar to prog- 
rammes adopted by advanced na- 
tions. according to ibruhim 
Alem. head of a visiting delega- 
tion from Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd University of Petroleum 
and Minerals. 

Dr. Alern said in a meeting in 
Irbid that King Fahd University 
and the Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology (JUST) are 
jointly spearheading the en- 
deavour to benefit the Arab 
World. 

Dr. Alem met with JUST Pres- 
ident Kamel Ajlouni and discus- 
sed cooperation in safeguarding 
the environment and disposing of 
dangerous and chemical waste. 

He said the visit to JUST came 
as part of ongoing consultations 
between the two universities. 

The visit also follows the Saudi 
delegation's tour of several cen- 
tres in the United Slates and the 
United Kingdom which handle 
harmful waste. 

Jordan was one of 110 nations 
to sign a 1989 international agree- 
ment on controlling the disposal 
of dangerous waste. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition entitled “Modernist Still Life Photographed” at the 
American Centre. 

A Exhibition of watercolour [winiiiy by Syrian artist Nazir 
Nab’a at Bafadna Art Gallery. 

■ft Exhibition of paintings by the late Syrian artist Alfred Hatmal 
at Al Balqa Art Gallery in Fuheis city. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by four Arab artists (run the United 
States — Ghada Jamal, Helen Khal, Snha Noursi and Afaf 
Zurayk — at (he Abdul Haiueed Shotnan Foundation Gallery in 
Jabai Amman, between the First and Second Circles. 

* Exhibition of photographs by jean-PhiUppe Reverdot at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

& Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Hayat Jamfl Hafez at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

Exhibition of Romanian textile machineries at the Jordanian 

Textiles Company in Marks. 

LECTURE 

^ Lecture mi “The Work of the German Protestant Institute For 
Archaeology, Amman** by Institute Director Susanne Kerner 
at the Gboethe Institute — 7 pan. 


U.S. welcomes 
Jordanian exports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A drive by 
the Jordanian Trade Association 
(JTA) to market national pro- 
ducts in the United States was 
welcomed by Douglas Neumann, 
commercial attache at the U.S. 
embassy in Amman. 

Mr. Neumann was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
as welcoming trade with Jordan 
and calling for increased Jorda- 
nian exports to American mar- 
kets as a first step to bolster 
economic ties between the two 
countries. 

Addressing a JTA seminar held 
at the Amman Marriott Hotel 
Sunday evening. Mr. Neumann 
was quoted as saying the con- 
cerned U.S. departments were 
ready to offer assistance to facili- 


tate the imports of Jordanian 
national products. 

Describing Jordanian exporters 
end businessmen as ranking 
among the best in the Arab 
World, Mr. Neumann said that 
the U.S. was eager to do business 
with them. 

He listed several U.S. commer- 
cial and economic institutions 
which Jordanian exporters can 
contact, adding that everything 
possible will be done to facilitate 
Jordanian exports to American 
markets. 

The meeting, called to discuss 
means of increasing the volume 
of Jordanian products marketed 
in the U.S., was addressed by 
several speakers from the JTA 
and Jordanian businessmen. 


Karak to survey area’s poor 

KARAK (Petra) — Karak Governor Radhi Ibrahim Monday chaired 
a meeting at the govemorate house to discuss means of reducing 
poverty pockets in Karak govemorate. The meeting, which was 
attended by senior officials in the govemorate stressed the need to 
conduct a comprehensive survey of poor families in the various towns 
and villages. 


Women make their mark 
on Jordan’s police force 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan's first 
women traffic cops got no re- 
spect. 

Male motorists, on edge at the 
best of times in this bustling city, 
treated them as a joke when they 
hit the streets in 1986. 

The men harassed them or, 
worse still, flirted with them out- 
rageously. 

The women were given other 
duties. 

Today, despite the increase in 
Islamic oonservate influence and 
growing male unemployment, the 
lot of Jordan's policewomen is 
improving. 

The force is even considering 
putting them back on traffic duty 
— but in a gradual manner and 
after completing some studies. 

“In the beginning my male 
colleagues used to wince when 
they had to salute me. But now 
the situation is normal,” Jordan’s 
■ top policewoman, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hind Fouad Hammouka, 
told Reuters. 

“A lot of people rejected the 
idea of women joining the police. 
People used to criticise women 
police officers and women really 
wanting to join faced family 
opposition because they saw her 
as becoming a man.” explained 
the brown-eyed mother of four. 

Mrs. Hammouka, 39, says the 
Kingdom's 700 women police 
officers now cany out most of the 
duties of their male colleagues, 
including riot control, cracking 
down on drug smuggling and VIP 
protection. 

Previously, they performed a 
much more traditional role such 
as searching women entering gov- 
ernment buildings, typing and 
other clerical and administrative 
jobs. 

“Compared to other Arab 
states, we have reached a very 
advanced stage and we are always 
striving to improve,” Hammouka 
said. 

“Our standard is closer to that 
of the European countries... the 


only difference our policewomen 
have with those in the West is 
that they do not organise traffic.” 

Women entered Jordan's 
police force for the first time in 
1972 with the encouragement of 
His Majesty King Hussein, seek-, 
mg to widen their role in society 
.and modernise Jordan. 

Three years later, he gave them 
the right to vote and stand for 
Parliament and years later he 
appointed two women as minis- 
ters. 

Today women from 11 per cent 
of the Jordanian workforce with 
some of them working as lawyers, 
doctors and senior civil servants. 

Mrs. Hammouka comes from a 
police family. Her father was a 
police officer as are her three 
brothers. 

“Society has really changed 
over the past 20 years,” she said. 
“Attitudes have changed, society 
has developed and people have 
become more educated. People's 
acceptance of police women has 
improved but I cannot say that 
acceptance is 100 per cent.” 

Architect Marcel Samaroeh, 
22, is among the latest batch of 
Jordanians seeking to become a 
policewoman. 

“In the first week I was only 
crying. “Everything was tough,” 
she said at the Princess Basma 
Police Women Training Academy 
which offers a six-mo nth course. 

Dressed in green training fati- 
gues, she was limping from a foot 
injury sustained in tough mar- 
ching exercises. 

On a nearby hill. 32 graduates 
were being trained in special 
commando operations that in- 
cluded jumping from high towers 
and helicopters, live ammunition 
firing and rescuing hostages trap- 
ped in a house. 

Shouting “Allah” (God) and 
other motivational slogans, the 
women then jumped through 
flaming hoops. 

“These exercises offer the real 
qualitative leap that takes them 
from civil to military life,” said a 
male instructor. 

“Here they forget anything cal- 
led fear.” 


TENDER NOTICE 

The Directorate of Projects Services/Ministry of 
Education announces the tendering of the fol- 
lowing tender which is part of the American 
grant. 

Tender No. Title Fees JD 

1/93 Computer 5.000 

Interested bidders are invited to collect tender 
documents from Procurement Division of the Directo- 
rate of Projects Services/Ministry of Education, start- 
ing February 13th, 1993 against the payment of the 
above fees. 

Closing date will be 1 1:00 a.m. of March 20th, 1993 

Head of Special Tenders Committee 
Khalid Al Ghazzawi 
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Solid on the right only 

JORDAN’S POLITICAL landscape is littered 
with political parties that will compete in this 
year’s parliamentary elections, but the weight 
seems more solid on the right than on either the 
centre or left. The Muslim Brotherhood, the most 
powerful political bloc in Parliament, is leading 
independent Islamists in the newly formed Islamic 
Action Front (IAF). The front can rely in any 
election campaign on two important factors: One, 
the increasing tendency in our society to go back 
to religion and to have more faith hi religious 
leaders; and, two, the well prepared and experi- 
enced machinery and members of the Mnstim 
Brotherhood organisation. 

The centre and left parties are in both 

regards. The so-called centrists, who mostly rely 
on experienced establishment leaders and politi- 
cians and tribal leaders, face many problems, 
whether ideological, organisational or otherwise. 
The erosion and weakening of tribal affiliations in 
modern Jordan, coupled with the failure of 
establishment politicians and tribal leaders to 
present workable political alternatives, will make 
their job in the elections extremely difficult, to say 
the least. 

The left, meanwhile, has lost its glamour and 
appeal as a result of the failure of its political and 
social agenda in countries like Egypt, Syria, Iraq 
and, more importantly perhaps, the Soviet Union 
and the Eastern Bloc. 

But the most important factor in the weakness 
of both the centre and left as compared to the 
right is their fragmentation into small, ineffective 
groups. While the right, as mainly represented by 
the Muslim Brothertiood, has managed to bring 
under its umbrella, the IAF and all shades of 
Islamist thought, the left and the cehtre are too 
divided and weak to even get their act together 
and merge into bigger groups and parties. It goes 
without saying that unless they form larger 
coalitions their impact in the next elections will 
definitely be negligible. We recognise the formid- 
able task facing the leftists and centrists, but all 
hope should not be lost right away. If they do not 
start something today to rad their fragmentation, 
they will be overwhelmed by the power and 
agenda of the right. 

We are not, nor are about to take sides in the 
political tussle in Jordan. What is our greatest 
concern at this moment in our history, however, is 
that the democratic process continues and prog- 
resses. For that to happen all political shades need 
to be active, strong and alert on the g ame level. 
Otherwise we will be drowned by a single agenda 
that at times seems to be a little too rightist for our 
taste and that of Jordan. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAM daily Monday commented on tbe creation of a centre for 
freedom, democracy and human rights and King Hussein's 
address to the founding committee. Echoing the King's words that 
the centre will serve as a beacon for others, dissipating the 
darkness, the paper said that the creation of the centre will be a 
historic move, enabling the Arab Nation to come to life again 
following years of slumber. The King has initiated the centre in 
order to spread the Jordanian message of freedom and democracy 
and in order to help implement the principles and ideas of the 
Great Arab Revolt in the Arab World, said the daily. The paper 
said that the King wanted this centre to remind the Arab Nation 
of the danger inherent in repression, divisions, dvil wars and 
narrow-mindedness. In his address, the King laid the course for 
the free and true Arabs to work for the attainment of justice and 
for the protection of Arab human rights, and to open the way for 
the coming unity among the Arab stales, added the paper. It said 
that the speech was directed to the free Arabs to rise to the 
platform of freedom, reason and dignity and to shoulder the 
responsibility of liberating the Arabs and ensuring their freedom 
-and democracy. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour criticised Lebanon and Syria for 
agreeing to resume the peace negotiations with Israel without a 
settlement of the Palestinian expellees' question. Hamadeh 
Faraaneh said that the two countries have given their approval for 
the resumption of the talks even before the arrival of the U.S. 
secretary of state to the region, later this month, and without 
securing any gains in exchange for such an approval. The writer 
said it is regrettable to say Warren Christopher will find himself 
welcomed in most Arab countries and see facilities given by the 
Arab regimes wishing to reach peace with Israel. He said that the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians can, if they want, reject Washing- 
ton's proposals for a resumption of the talks until the expellees' 
question has been solved. The Jordanians and the Palestinians 
form a fundamental element to the peace process and it would be 
almost impossible to resume the talks without them, said the 
writer. In exchange for the Syrian and Lebanese approval to 
resume the talks, Israel has offered nothing, said the writer, 
adding that the expelled men are still exposed to arid, hunger and 
deprivation while Israelis intransigent stand is more manifest 
ever before. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


All-or-nothing usually means nothing 


Tbe continuing diplomatic tug-of-war over tbe fate of the 400 
Palestinians expeltaf to southern Lebanon has taken on impor- 
tant new dimensions with the recent U.N. Security Cbundl. 
acceptance of an American-engineered Israeli "compromise" to' 
return 101 Palestinians immediately and the rest by the end of this 
year. Most Arab reactions have rejected this compromise as 
insufficient, claiming that it only aims to defer sanctions against 
Israel, and that it does not address the root issue of the iDegality 
of the expulsions. The general Arab tendency is to stay away from 
the Arab- Israeli peace talks until there is a total and immediate 
return of all the expellees. 

The general Arab tendency, I would suggest, appears once 
again to be based primarily on emotional hurt, diplomatic 
weakness and a general inability to sort out the complex and 
interwoven strands of Arab national means and ends. The 
maximalist, all-or-nothing approach to diplomacy has been a 
consistent, proven failure throughout modern Arab history, ever 
since Egyptians, Hashemites, Palestinians, Lebanese, Syrians and 
other Arabs engaged the European powers in nationalistic battles 
and diplomatic negotiations as of the last quarter of the 19th 
century. Our insistence on all-or-nothing has usually resulted in 
our getting nothing. 

If we blindly insist that we wiD not resume the peace talks until 
all tbe expelled Palestinians are repatriated, we are likely only to 
prolong the expulsions and delay the peace talks, without forcing 
a change in Israeli or U.S. policy. We are playing directly into the 
hands of hardline Arabs and Israelis who want to end the peace 
talks — at a moment when the majority of Arabs and Israelis want 
the talks to succeed, and when the talks offer our best chance to 
check and then to vanquish Zionist aggression. The pressures that 
forced Israel to make its compromise are precisely the kinds of 
pressures that we can bring to bear on Israel in the peace talks, 
where we stand the best chance of achieving our national rights in 
the near future. 

The mass expulsions are a painful reminder of the real 
diplomatic imbalance we suffer today: Israel is militarily strong 
and we are weak. For us to take an aU-or-nofoing attitude simply 
highlights our weakness and the self-destructive futility of our 
simplistic approach. We are acting like frustrated children who 
confuse affirmative emotionalism with successful diplomacy. 

The "compromise'' that Israel has offered and that the Security 
Council has accepted is a relative (not absolute) diplomatic 
breakthrough for the Arabs. By any standards, it is a step forward 
for the Arabs, U.N. resolutions, and international legitimacy. 
There are several hundred previous Security Council resolutions 
that Israel has ignored, and this is perhaps the first time in modern 
history that Israel has modified and partly reversed its actions on 
tiie basis of Arab and international diplomatic pressure. This 
partial victory should not be destroyed because we did not win a 
total victory. The fact is, we have never won a total victory against 


Israel and its American supporters, and we will not win one by 
allowing our pride and disjointed political machismo to over- 
whelm our sense of rationality ana diplomatic realism. 

For those who still enjoy the composure to recognise a step 
forward when they make it, this “compromise’*, however imper- 
fect, should be seen as a dear sign of the times, and a pointer to 
the direction in which diplomatic things are moving: Israel's 
gradual diplomatic isolation as one of the world's few remaining 
occupying powers is reducing its room for manoeuvre, and slowly 
forcing it to comply with international norms of conduct. 

Tbe hard fact for the Arabs is that we have to accept our little 
gains and our diminutive victories in a piecemeal manner, while 
te mp e rin g' our tendency to demand total, instantaneous, and 
absolute victory. Sadly, the world rarely provides such cataclys- 
mic triumphs, and the sooner we come to terms with this historical 
and human fact the more likely we are to translate our little, 
limited and relative victories into big ones. 

We would do well to start by appreciating the tactics of others 
in similar situations as ours. .The black South Africans, for 
example, offer a good starting point for our case studies of 
triumph through patient and gradualist diplomacy. Nelson Man- 
dela and the African National Congress (ANC) are on the verge 
of forming a coalition, power-sharing, transitional government 
that will see authority gradually transferred to them during this 
decade. Their inevitable triumph against the massive military, 
political and economic superiority of the white apartheid regime 
and its western supporters is testament to patient and conciliatory 
diplomacy that made a series of small gains based on a succession 
of compromises — until, in 1992, the AN Cs considerable global 
moral and political support finally translated into an overwhelm- 
ing torrent that forced the apartheid regime to capitulate and to 
start transferring power to the black majority. 

llus is only the most dramatic example. There are many others, 
including the actions of Israel itself in the first half of this century, 
when Zionist groups progressively accumulated political credibil- 
ity by taking their gains one at a time, and building them up into 
an irresistable force for statehood. The United States itself — our 
lone superpower today — often accepted imperfect compromises 
with the Soviet Union over arms reduction treaties, and emerged 
triumphant. 

In other words, there is no shame in accepting half a loaf when 
half a loaf is the only thing likely to be offered. To the contrary, to 
make rational, conscious and deliberate compromises in the short 
term in tbe service of achieving our goals and rights in the long 
term is probably a sign of the sort of political maturity and 
national, self-confidence that we have sadly lacked throughout 
most of this century. Have we learned nothing from die last two 
hundred years of diplomatic dealing with the western powers and 
their Israeli/Zionist adjuncts? 

It is high time that Arab diplomacy sheds its suicidal albatross 


of emotfonalism, weakness, hesitation, fear, 

instead starts to deal with Israel and the rest o . 

self-confident, and intelhgent 
comae, the suffering of die expelled Palestinians 
a crime that we must fight with all our powen and °f course d* 

compromise accepted by tbe Security Council does nm addra 

tbe core issnerf the illegality of the expulsions. B ut.in onr 
broader historical and political picture, die mass exputoons 
merely a symptom and a consequence of ou^atane» and our 
tendency to emotionalism and maximalist foot-stom^ng . 

The imperative now is to bait and then reverse the diplmnahc 
trends that have brought us to this point of weakness ana 
apparent helplessness in the face of Israeli intransi genc e and 
oppression. The politics of 799 are fascinating, and impomnt. 
and I would suggest that they are more about emerging Ar» 
strength than about past Arab weakness. They suggest another 
example of the historic transformation taking place in this region, 
by which the unchecked predatory excesses of Ziomsm/lsrael are 
starting to be subjected to the moral and diplomatic rules or tne 
global community. This is a trend that we should appreciate mm 
continue to foster. It is by nature a slow and often frustrating 
process, but it is a process that separates die victors from the 
vanquished, and children from adults. 

The question I ask is: “Despite our overall dissatisfaction,, are 
there elements in the politics of 799 that we can point to as 
relative gains? Are these elements capable of being built upon 
through Arab diplomacy to achieve more and greater gains in the- 
future? Can the political dynamics of 799 be expanded in a 
cumulative manner to lead to the sort of momentum for Palestine 
in the mid-1990s that was achieved for black South Africans in 
1992. . _ 

It seems to me that a primary responsibility of Arab leadership 
today is to draw a sharp tine between the people's tendency to 
mass em oti onalism and self-flagellation, on die one hand, and, on 
the other band, their obligation to draw on their rich national 
identity and composure in the service of their national rights and 
aspirations. Most Arab leaderships appear to be abdicating their 
leadership responsibilities and submitting to the sentimentalism of 
the street; instead, they should be courageously leading their 
people into a battle that we can win: the battle to force Israel to 
comply folly with all U.N. Security Council resolutions. The 
politics of 799 indudes signs of our capacity to win that battle; but 
we can only use those signs if we learn from our foiled history of 
repeatedly demanding au-or-nothing, as well as from the lessons 
of others who won because drey were more mature, patient and 
rational in their strategic approach to achieving their national 
rights. 
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Are the sands about to shift 
under Saudi Arabia? 


By John Rossant 


RIYADH — If you want to see 
tbe Saudi consumer economy 
going foil tilt, check out Riyadh’s 
Olayya neighbourhood some 
evening. Wjth its gleaming, 
marble-dad shopping centres and 
boutiques loaded with gold 
watches, caviar, and couture 
fashion, tbe area looks like a 
jazzed- up version of Beverly 
Hills’ Rodeo Drive. 

But just a mile or two away is 
another Saudi Arabia. In ' the 
noisy Batha market — a vast 
Middle Eastern-style suq — there 
are no westerners, and foe Saudis 
are poorer than those in Olayya. 
Wedged between a shoe store 
and an electronics shop is an 
audiocassette stall. But instead of 
music, the hundreds of tapes 
offer religious fare. Many are 
hysterical attacks on the U.S. and 
toad — and some even daringly 
- take aim at the Saudi royal fami- 
ly- 

The jarring scenes — one rich 
and westernised, the other anti- 
American and extremist — tell a 
lot about the schizophrenic real- 
ity of Saudi Arabia. Less than 
two years after Desert Storm, the 
Saudi economy is booming as 
never before, spelling handy pro- 
fits for U.S. and European com- 
panies that are hurting elsewhere. 
But religious fundamentalism and 
political uncertainty are also on 
the upswing. And with them 
come questions about the long- 
term stability of the world's No. 1 
oil exporter and a key U.S. ally. 

Rest Bike 

In the near term, things look 
great. The Saudi economy, 
charged by record oil production 
and postwar optimism, is growing 
at dose to a 6 per cent annual 
dip. The big Saudi cities — in- 
cluding Riyadh, Jeddah, and 
Dhahran — resemble vast con- 
struction sites. Office rents have 
risen by as much as 25 per cent 
over the past year, while property 
values have soared by over 200 
per cent, in some cases. 

“This is probably the only 
place in the world where real 
estate is actually going up in 
value," says David Rehfoss, chief 
economist at Riyadh Bank Ltd. 

Unlike past Saudi booms, this 
one is being fueled by a newly 
confident private sector. 
Although tens of billions of dol- 
lars fled in tire days following 
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuwait, more has since flowed 
back, and Saudis are pumping 
money into local projects. “You 
are seeing money coming out of 
the mattresses, says Abdallah T. 
Dabbagh, secretary general of 
the Saudi Arabian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry. By Mr. 
Dabbagh ’s estimation, some $30 
billion m private savings-account 
deposits within Saudi Arabia is 
available for investment. 


Yet that froth masks some wor- 
rying trends.. 

The Saudi government is in- 
creasingly unable to rein in its 
spending. Bankrolling both De- 
sert Storm and one of the world's 
most generous cradle-to-grave 
welfare schemes, government 
debt has ballooned, from nothing 
in 1988 to more than $50 billion 
today — over half the kingdom's 
gross domestic product. Central 
bank reserves, once more than 
$100 billion, are at a rock-bottom 
$4 billion. “There is just no one 
willing to put on the brakes,” says 
a Riyadh economic adviser. “The 
king certainly isn't." 


“The Saudi govern- 
ment is mcreasingly 
unable to rein in its 
spending. Bankrolling 
both Desert Storm 
and one of the world’s 
most generous cradle- 
to-grave welfare 
schemes, government 
debt has ballooned, 
from nothing in 1988 
to more than $50 bil- 
lion today — over half 
the kingdom’s gross 
domestic product. 
Central bank re- 
serves, once more 
than $100 billion, are 
at a rock-bottom $4 
billion.” 


Such profligacy, some fear, is 
creating , an increasingly fragile 
speculative bubble. If oil prices 
take a tumble, as they did in the 
mid-1980s, Riyadh would have no 
financial cushion, and the effects 
could be traumatic, “Remember, 
during the last downturn here in 
the 1980s, the Islamic movement 
simply didn't exist," says a west- 
ern diplomat in Riyadh. “You did 
not have organisations ready to 
take advantage of trouble. Now, 
you do.” 

Few American companies, 
though, are concerned about such 
matters. For hundreds, Saudi 
Arabia is a dream market. Last 
year, it sucked up more than $8 
billion in U.S. non-military 
goods, making the kingdom a 
major U.S. export market. From 
air conditioners and Jeeps to 
Levi's, more U.S. goods are now 
entering Saudi Arabia than O.ii- 


na. In the past two years alone, 
American market share has 
soared, from 15 per cent to to- 
day's record 21 per cent — caus- 
ing many European and Japanese 
suppliers to grumble. 

Defence and aerospace con- 
tractors also are cashing in. The 
huge postware sale of 72 F15 jets, 
worth more than $5 billion, 
means McDonnell Douglas Corp. 
can keep open its St. Louis pro- 
duction plants throughout foe de- 
cade. Boeing Co. is in the run- 
ning for nearly $3 billion worth of 
airplanes for Saudia, the national 
airline. Hughes Aircraft Co., the 
General Motors Corp. aerospace 
□nit, has well over $1 billion in 
contracts, including a $258 mil- 
lion deal to build telecommunica- 
tions satellites for Saudi-financed 
Arabsat. Says John Crigier, chief 
executive of Hughes Saudi Ara- 
bia. "I can safely say that Saudi 
Arabia is now our single most 
important international market." 

Piety Posses 

Saudia is a gold mine for GM, 
Ford, and Chrysler, as well. 
Saudi dties are flooded with 
Chevrolet Caprices, Cadillac 
Sevilles. and other high-end mod- 
els. GM's brawny Suburban is a 
runaway success. Tbe gulf area 
“accounts for 95 per cent of all 
Suburban exports," says Gary 
.Rowley. vice-president of GM 
Overseas Distribution Co. “And 
Saudi Arabia has the highest mar- 
ket penetration outside Texas.'* 
GM is even toying with setting up 
a Saudi vehicle-assembly plant. 

The boom extends to financial 
services. Citibank has one of its 
best profit centres in Saudi Ara- 
bia. Its Saudi American Bank, or 
SAMBA as the affiliate is called, 
turned in a cool $300 million net 
profit last year. In a land where 
women are forbidden to drive 
and virtually none bolds a job. 
the bank has begun to hire 
women to sell investment advice 
to other women at home. 

in part, the U.S. success de- 
rives from the low dollar and a 
postware sales drive by Corpo- 
rate America. And in part, it 
represents political debt-paying, 
especially the roughly $25 billion 
in arms purchases since the Gulf 
war. But even “for the Saudi man 
in the street, there is a deep debt 
of gratitude to the U.S. and the 
West for coming to our aid” 
during the conflict with Iraq, says 
leading businessman Mohammad 
Jameel. 

But that very embrace of foe 
U.S. is creating problems in what 
is, after all, the Holy Land of 
Islam. Since the war, there has 
been a strong upsurge of fun- 
damentalist activity, in part a 
reflection of what is happening 
elsewhere in the Middle East. 
Teams of religious police, the 


feared rautawi, patrol shopping 
centres and supermarkets in 
search of attire judged improper. 
And lately, say many Saudis, the 
religious posses have for the first 
time begun breaking into private 
homes in search of liquor and 
pornography. "I don’t feel safe in 
my own bouse anymore," says 
one leading Jeddah merchant. 

Tbe skewed political economy 
plays into the fundamentalists' 
hands. Population growth, at 
around 3.5 per cent, is among the 
highest in the world. Already. 
Saudi baby boomers — conceived 
in tbe heady wake of quadrupling 
oil prices in 1974 — are bitting 
the job market in droves. Most 
are dismally unprepared for pro- 
ductive work, while private- 
sector companies prefer to hire 
Egyptians, Pakistanis, or Bang- 
ladeshis at around one-third of a 
typical Saudi salary. In private 
companies, according to one 
study, only 2 per cent of the work 
force is Saudi. “If you're young 
here," says one longtime Riyadh 
resident, “you turn either to 
drugs or to religion.” 

PC MosqocS?' 

While die government con- 
dones — and in some cases en- 
courages — religious activities, it 
objects when they involve poli- 
tics. And that is happening more 
and more. In November, leading 
Saudi religious scholars issued a 
manifesto criticising the Saudi de- 
fense establishment and calling 
for a more “Islamic” — meaning 
less pro-American — foreign 
policy. King Fahd lashed back 
with a warning to keep politics 
out of the mosques. Although 
Riyadh is rife with rumours that 
Islamic fundamentalists have 
been thrown into jail, “the gov- 
ernment does not seem to be able 
to control these people.” says a 
western diplomat in Riyadh. 

Local analysts worry that King 
Fahd isn’t up to handling a crisis. 
Once regarded as a relatively 
active, even liberal prince, the 
74-year-old king is by all accounts 
indecisive, in poor health, and 
prone to sleeping most of the day 
at one of his many palatial com- 
plexes. Although the government 
apparatus has competent institu- 
tions — from the central bank to 
Saudi Arabian Oil Co., the state- 
owned colossus — decision- 
making often becomes paralysed 
at the king's level. 

Still, as long as Saudi oil flows 
at relatively stable prices, the 
betting is that Riyadh will be able 
to keep a lid on an increasingly 
tense and uneasy society. But if 
something happens to break the 
bubble — such as a sharp drop in 
tiie oil market if the U.N. embar- 
go against Iraq is lifted — tbe 
odds would shift — Business 
Wsek. 


LETTERS 


Elusive peace 

■ ■'X ■ 

To the Editor: 

International legitimacy! Once again we are watching a fascinat- 
ing vanishing act. And we remember that some people are more 
equal than others. Yet, we are told that the peace process must-go 
on. Why? To keep foe Arabs busy? 

One begins to wonder what kind of peace can come out of that 
process. At best, one based on international legitimacy! But what 
is this peace worth as one party to the agreement is above 
international legitimacy white the other party is permanently 
beaten to the total ami unconditional implementation of it? 

Even people with a lot of good will might feel that waiting for 
Warren Chnstopber's peace-package is nothing Oise than waiting 
for Godot. 

Elinor Kaiser-Mohammari, 
P.O. Box 540 383, 
Amman-Abu Nuseir. 

The feminine mystique 

To the Editor: 

Anyone who has read the article written bv on educated member 
of our society under the title of “The ’ Woman” in Al Ra'i 
newspaper on Thursday. Feb. 4 would have to agree that despite 
the tremendous strides towards equality with men which women 
have made in our lifetime, women are still being increasingly 
viewed and treated as objects, creatures created for specific and 
narrow purposes, such as men's pleasure or perfect mommymg. 
Women are once again being defined in terms of husband, family 
and home. Even more dehumanising, the writer of the article. 
Mr. Freij. depicted women as unfit, physically and psychological 
ly. to be anything other than wives and mothers. 

One cannot help but notice the writer's resentment of the fight 
tor women s equality and his insistence to view women as second 
cUus ahzens. His anxiety is fuelled by Tear and resentment so 
much so that he accuses women who "over-step" their "natural 
Junction in society of robbing men of their jobs, thus increasing 
foe rate of unemployment. * 

May I ask our respected writer, if that were the case, wouldn't it 
prove that women can and do excel in what he considers -men's 
jobs . It is important to note tbe contradiction in what is bdna 
proposed to us: women are unfit to hold "men's positions”, vet 

SSi": ™?. b r*. m . en of . th eir jobs! Maybe this resentment and 
retrosexist slap is a sign that women are getting closer to 
breaking down sexist attitudes. B S ® cr • 

contraction lies an unconscious feeling of fear; fear 
of the threat of a major social transformation. Muyte the solution 
to Mr. Freij s anxiety and distress would be to ban eirls and 
women from schools and universities, so that they wi/tnilv he 

uTSF Wi,l L| th L° PP0Site « h 3K 

swftteraaSS 

SST the oRsprin *- Morwver that way we wfold* fo? • 
the state enormous amounts of money by cutting the hud^t^m 

XiKfr^ected writer 

before it is too late. chance - 

It seems to me that in a society facing economic hardship 
as ours, women s struggle to he 

breast-feeders should he appreciated and resn«n2i 35 . wcl B ® • 
condemned. Condemnationonly proves 
importance of improving a couplcslife and 

ttrfasha Bukhari, 
p «0. Box 364, • 
Amman. 

Tbe Jordan Times welcomes letters and ^ - V:' : 

nanto a on my abjec t they rrirf, 

pubheanon , however, should contain the % 






'ienate votes to curb clause in law 


{Continued from page 1) 

ho work in joanufissT as weH 
, journalists abide by the ethics 
■■ the profession and do not work 
t foreign organisations outside 
e framework of regulations 
verting the work of correspon- 
•ots for foreign newspapers. 
;|g amendment was made in 
'ght of the Senate's earlier ded- 
-."oo to abolish the definition of 
- wrnafct from the draft law, 
r '- v The Senate also amended arti- 
' fe 15 fo make owners of publica- 
' 'qq§ responsible for what is 
* nbSshed iff them. As approved 
^ Lower. House, the article 
: . At die responsibility on writers 
'nd chief eoitorc. 

“ -fjjg Senate’s amendment of 
■ 2'atide 14 added a condition that 
r^'Wef «flore of political parties’ 
TubJications be residents in the 

'-'^nleSaiate, which will resume 
■ '- te of the draft law 

' rbursday. approved a draft law 
'■ m a general amnesty issued by 
: -|ts M# sty King Hussein in 
"'fovemberanda draft law on the 


Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion as endorsed by die House. It 
referred to the Financial Commit- 
tee a draft law on technical and 
economic cooperation with China 
and to its Jumdary Committee a 
draft law on building codes in the 
country. 

The Senate entrusted its Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee and its 
permanent office with issuing a 
communique on the statement of 
the president of the Security 
Council on about 400 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel to South Leba- 
non in December. 

The council’s president said 
this week that the council be- 
lieved Israel’s decision to allow 
back 100 expelled Palestinians to 
the occupied territories was a step 
on the right direction, indicating 
no further council action to en- 
force Resolution 799, which de- 
manded the immediate return of 
all the expellees to their home- 
land. 

The Lower House Sunday con- 
demned the statement erf the 
Security Council president. 


' Crisis should not derail talks’ 


(CoBtinxd from page 


1) 


hat the Security Council bad not 
" ruled on the Israeli comprom- 

•« *Mr. Aba Sharif predicted that 

r he next itHHid of peace talks will 

‘ ■"teem after the Holy Month of 
' 'lamadan ends around March 22. 
‘i U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
' Irimpberbe^ns a Middle East 
' - our Wednesday to try to revive 
■ he peace talks, hoping the next 

- ^uhdra take place m April. He 
• -fats Israel, Jordan, Syria, Egypt 

■"•ind Saudi Arabia. 

: Israeli Foreign Nfinister Shi- 
:non Peres said Sunday that Israel 
vas prepared to make comprom- 

- ses, including ones involving 
erritory, ami wants to get on 
vith peace frtta with the Arabs. 

“Morally we do not want to 
dominate other people and politi- 
cly we do not want to create a 

fugoslav-like tragedy,” Mr. 

»eres said m remarks to a leading 
— J.S. Jewish group in Washmg- 


on. 

“We are ready for a mutual 
— —oin promise, including a territo- 
ial one,” the Israeli foreign 
mnister told the National Jewish 
Community Relations advisory 
oonriJ’s annual meeting. 

Mr. Peres in Ins speech to the 
J.S. Jewish group did not 
-.ddress the expulsion crisis 
ii redly, but said Israel was eager 
o resume peace negotiations 
nth the Arabs. 

“We want to attain peace with 
ill our neighbours — the Palesti- 
lian people, the Jord ania ns, the 
Syrians and die Lebanese. And 
ve want to build new structures 


based on regional security” and 
development of the region's eco- 
nomy, he said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Peres said that 
Israel was “extremely comfort- 
able” with the incoming Clinton 
administration in Washington. 
“We sense an air of friendship,” 
he said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Sunday be was confi- 
dent the Palestinians would re- 
join the peace talks. 

Mr. Rabin, asked by reporters 
whether he expected the Palesti- 
nians to keep up the boycott, 
replied: “I believe that the parties 
that are interested in peace will 
come to the peace negotiations, 
and I believe that the Palestinians 
will do the same.” 

In an apparent gesture to sway 
the Palestinians, Mr. Rabin said 
if violence in the occupied terri- 
tories declined he would consider 
releasing Palestinian prisoners 
detained during the five-year in- 
tifada. 

“Event without reaching an 
agreement, we win then consider 
a drastic reduction in... the num- 
ber of detainees and prisoners,” 
Mr. Rabin raid. 

Ziad Abu Zayyad, adviser to 
the Palestinian peace team, im- 
plored Israeli leaders to improve 
the atmosphere, telling Israeli 
army radio: “Do something posi- 
tive in order to ensure toe re- 
sumption of toe negotiations." 

He accused Israel of raising 
obstacles, citing its blowing up of 
Palestinians’ houses, leaving 
families homeless, in a campaign 
to root out suspected activists m 
toe Gaza Strip. 


U.N. force to deploy in all Somalia 


(Continued from page 1) 

a me enforcement mandate as 
JNITAF (the U.N.-mandated 
□rce under U.S. command.)" 
The U.S.-led fence has made 
sljljvo attempt to extend its mission 
■no northern Somalia, which was 
lrgely spared from the famine 
nat killed 300.000 Somalis over 
le past two years. 

Northern Somalia broke away 
'om the south after rebels ousted 
omali dictator Mohammad Siad 
•aire in 1991, declaring itself 
dependent Somaliland. No 
wintry recognises it. 

Mr. Mawlawi said UNOSOM’s 
tief goal would be the disarma- 
wnt of all factions m Somalia, 
hich was shattered by the civil 


war and anarchy that followed 
Mr. Siad Barre’s overthrow. 

“The key to the solution of 
(Somalia's) problems and the suc- 
cess of the mission of toe United 
Nations... will be disarmament.” 
he said. 

A joint Belgian-U.S. force 
raided a camp in southern Soma- 
lia and captured nine people of a 
group suspected of attacking a 
village the day before, the U.S. 
military said Monday. 

Fighting between rival factions 
in toe area near Kismayu, about 
400 kilometres south of Moga- 
dishu. scuttled preliminary peace 
talks last month following a ceas- 
efire agreed to by Somalia's war- 
lords. 


Banned Islamist group claims attack 

understands is the language of the 
sword," said the communique 
from the group, promising con- 


(CoBtauMi from page 1 ) 

uiiamentary elections a year 
to- The voting was cancelled 
id toe movement banned in an 
my maneouver that brought the 
•mmittee to power. 

The front formally associated 
«lf with the armed groups in a 
mmumque released Jan. 12 and 
tned by its deputy leader Ali 
•dwtdj, who is serving a 12-year 
tson term. Two lawyers were 
*nuy arrested as part of an 
'estimation into how toe oom- 
mK P ,e . to sneaked from the 
tya military prison. 

Authorities say at least 600 
have been killed in vio 
«* over the past year, nearly 
1 of them policemen. 

Armed Islamic Move- 
nt. an umbrella group thought 
3 over various armed groups, 
roed responsibility for a series 
•omb attacks in a first com- 
liqae issued Saturday, re- 
M by toe Associated Press in 
i. 

fhe only language this junta 


tinued attacks. 

The list of attacks did not 
include the one aimed at Gen. 
Nezzar or an airport bombing 
which killed nine people last Au- 
gust. 

Authorities have linked toe air- 
port bombing to the front. But 
Mr. Kebir, who fled to exile m 
Europe, claims a confession by 
one suspect who served as an aide 
to FIS leaders was extracted 
through torture. 

In other recent violence, four 
policemen were killed in the east- 
ern suburb of AI Harrache over 
the weekend, and the driver of a 
smaU bus carrying the children of 
police was killed in an attack in 
Rcghaia, also east of the capital. 

On Saturday, police killed 
three armed Islamic extremists in 
Blida, south of Algiers, and on 
Sunday, police arrested 11 Isla- 
mic extremists in the eastern city 
of Constantine, charging them 
with terrorism. 


iles say Christopher tour doomed 


. '' Continued from page 1) 

i" 

* ;r how long it takes,” said 
Rantisa. 

Rantisi said Mr. Christ- 
•r would not be able to con- 
' the Palestinians to change 
. position on the peace talks, 
e have great confidence m 
' " cretary-general of the Arab 
'tie, (Esmat Abdul 


Megmd)," Dr. Rantisi told repor- 
ters earlier Monday as snow fell 
on the tent camp on a windswept 
hillside. 

“We urge him to (day a positive 
and effective role against the 
latest steps of the Security Coun- 
cil and ask him to base his moves 
on our firm stand in line with 
international legitimacy and Re- 
solution 799,” he added. 
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Freezing Armenians scavenge 
desperately for firewood 



By David Ljunggren 

Renter 

YEREVAN, Armenia — As 
night falls in the Armenian capit- 
al Yerevan, figures emerge from 
toe gloom, scurrying through the 
silent snowy streets, saws in hand 
and laden with wood. 

The only sounds to be heard 
every hour of day and night are 

sawing and the rasp of branches 

being pulled across icy streets. 
Piles of sawdust in the snow bear 
witness to the latest hunt for 
wood. 

Five years after a dispute over 
the disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh erupted with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan, this 
small former Soviet republic, 
once a land of plenty, is slowly 
returning to the stone age. 

Freezing Armenians have cut 
down more than a million trees 
for firewood. The ecology minis- 
ter calls it an environmental 
catastrophe and says the damage 
could be irreparable. 

The head of the Armenian 
ecologists, who also decries the 
damage, says at least one of his 
toes will have to be amputated 
because he has spent too much 
time in unbelted buildings. 

“I took 20 years to cultivate my 
own little orchard but had to cut 
down all the trees last month for 
firewood — it's tike killing your 
own children,” Says Engineer 
Vazgen Kunasyan. 

The Karabakh conflict and 
other ethnic strife in the volatile 
Transcaucasus has slashed sup- 
plies to Armenia. 

Tile temperature in apart- 
ments. which have not been he- 
ated for two years, hovers just 
above zero. Light is turned on 
three hours a day at most while 
gas supplies have been off for 
weeks. 

Industry is at a total standstill 
— virtually the only people doing 
a thriving business are street sel- 
lers peddling basic foods and 
goods at astronomical prices and 
black marketeers desperate to 
ditch their roubles for dollars. 

The city's subway system, 
which runs for a few hours a day. 
is stuffed with passengers, manv 
clutching bundles of branches, 
broken crates and smnshed-up 
furniture. 

The wood is stuffed into the 
voracious pechka, or stove, which 
dominates the lives of all Arme- 
nians. Family members at hud- 
dled round the square free- 
standing stove for warmth and 
tend it as though their lives de- 
pend op it. 

As engineer Albert Panossyan 
opens the door to his apartment 
in a far-flung Yerevan suburb, 
smoke fallows out from a faulty 
pechka which his son-in-law is 
doing his best to mend. 

Albert's wife, two children and 
Vour grandchildren spend most of 
their time near the stove or in the 
dining room next door, gradually 


working through their food sup- 
plies. 

“We're almost out of food and 
wood. We just won't be eating 
next month," says Albert, point- 
ing to an imposing mahogany 
wardrobe in the corner. t’Wc'll 
break that up next." 

Robberies are spiralling out of 
control because the lack of power 
has knocked out all burglar 
alarms. Packs of starving wild 
dugs have savaged at least one 
person to death. 

Diplomats tell of seeing corp- 
ses laid out in central squares by 
relatives who beg for contribu- 
tions to cover funeral costs. 

“We used to send presents to 
friends in Russia to ensure they 
didn't starve. Now look at us." 
said one old woman tramping 
through Yerevan's icy central in- 
door market, looking at prices of 
cheese, bread and fruit she could 
never hope to afford. 

Black humour abounds. A 
Yerevan phone call: 

“Hello, how arc you doing?" 

“Fine, thanks." 

"Sorry, must have the wrong 
number." 

Few people blame the author- 
ities entirely for their woes, 
reasoning that conditions could 
not be improved by simply chang- 
ing the administration, but pati- 
ence is running out. 

Last week 100 .000 people mar- 
ched through central Yerevan to 
demand the resignation of Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrosyan. who 
promised in his new year's mes- 
sage that this would be the repub- 
lic’s last bad winter. 

“That's because we'll all be 
dead next year," sniffs toe wife of 
retired General Ashot Kazaryan, 
head of the Armenian Veterans*,. 


Committee. 

The single heavy gold star of 
the hero of the Soviet Union, the 
defunct superpower's highest 
military award, glows dully on the 
breast of the general's jacket as 
he squats by the pechka. trying to 
persuade it to take light. 

“This reminds me of how we 
tried to keep warm during the last 
war." he growls. 

“We began the 20th century 
like this and we're ending it the 
same way." says (Jen. Kazaryan, 
who with other members of his 
extended family living in his spa- 
cious central Yerevan apartment 
openly blame the government. 

The cabinet, now headed by 
Acting Prime Minister Grant 
Bagratyan. is dismissed as a 
bunch of youthful incompetents. 

“Bagratyan 's about as much of 
an economist as I am an astro- 
naut," snarls the general. “I curse 
Ter-Petrosyan morning. ' day. 
noon and night," adds his wife. 

In the dingy dining room of the 
Hotel Armenia, where guests 
wolf down their lukewarm food 
while keeping a wary eye on the 
dim flickering lights, the waiters 
have only two questions. 

“Where arc you from? Does 
your country accept refugees? 
I'm about to sell my flat and car 
and tty to get to Sweden. I've 
heard they're fairly liberal 
there." announces one. 

The Armenians' sense of pride 
is damaged, but not yet dead. 

As the smoke in his apartment 
gradually thins. Mr. Panossyan 
fills his glass with local brandy 
and prepares a toast. 

“If you meet someone on your 
journeys who asks how things a re 
i.ere. tell them we're doing fine." 
he says. “We wouldn't want them 
io know the truth. 
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WELCOMES 

MR. HIJIKATA 

Deputy General Manager of 
“ Concord Express Liners" In Tokyo 
and 

MR. ELIE SABBAGHA 

Representative of Mitsui O.S.K. Lines in Jeddah and 

wishes them 

A Pleasant Stay in Jordan 
And announces the Sailing Schedule for 


jtes CXL Vessels to Aqaba 


PORT OF 


"FAR SOUTH" 

"IKAN TANGA " 

LOADING 
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“ 
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SUEZ CANAL 

«u3 
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04-05/03/93 

SKIDA 
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- 

09-10/03/93 

TRIPOLI 


- 

- 

BARI 


18-21/02/93 

- 

ALGIER 


. 

13-14/03/93 
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- 

- 

ANNABA 

LUc 

- 

- 

• .IRAN 


- 

15-16/03/93 | 

UEJAIA 

LLu, 

-• 
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We are looking forward to shipping your goods to North African ports 

at reasonable freight rates 

For reserving spaces on board above vessels, please contact 

General Agents: 

T. GARGOUR & FILS 

Wasfi AI Tal Street (Gardens) 1 - Da’ssan Commercial Centre — 4th FI. 
P.O-Box 419 Amman / Jordan 

Tei.: 690626, Telex 21213, 23042. Fax: 690512, Cable TRUST 






THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREKSH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN K A WAR & SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

NlfflUMftr 

Special Executive. Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12 . 30-330 pm 

7.30-11 .30 pm 

lifter the PWfedelpM* Hotel 
Ibwante 3iri circle 



JORDAN MARKET PLACE 



a CROWN INTL EST. B 

jj Packing, shipping §t 
■ Forwarding, storage 3 
1 worldwide Removals 1 
Air, Sea and Land 
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SlllflN NATIONAL 
Rent a Car 



Safety And Style 

® 694-882 




<3jb jayA a j fll j[ J 

BAG CDTRS FBI SEB9B3B 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
m JORDAN— 

ft Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

ft Uphotstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Brandies af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821858, Fax 
828163 


stidio hams 




Develop y&u tote ratal A* 
*i*e3iO%la rg*r ■■ 

* Pro* 'jB'rniMrgmr 
owtt 3t0 x Sp * 






/ CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81 8214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHm 

Town 

ffie-ifaitnuif 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Arnmanh/iow has its own. 

Where you can ej^Jlhe most exquisite 
Chinese di^e^^e.feafeh..^and dinner. 

Banqugfc: 

All ch 


at the Hotel 

Tel. 674295 or '6741 fl' - ext. 6338 



4 RENT 6r SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TNa a way ht a vaHiMi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 636968 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
" room...! 


IIAIMITRL 


Amman -TeL 668193 -- 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602*34 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


3* 






MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Si 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open /I-SM.-JW .t 6 WU .W duty] 

Taira away ** available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

TeL 661822, A mmon 

Cnee lasted 

Always uteri 



/ 


l t 




Trio Krisnila 

AT. KHAIMA BAR. 
&30 pJtn - L30 ajn 




1 


French 



(Euteinc 


RE SERVATION 
TEL 819564 










JORDAN 


cu 


JROPEAN SOCCER 


g club names endure lean weekend 


;i : '.)N (R) - Some big-name 
-s were frayed across 
'it the weekend as three 
:.■] soccer’s best-known dub 
.•rfhited days to forget. 
Acster United, Barcelona 
an illustrious trio who 
tive European Cup 
could not summon up a 
r . ueen them amid a flurry 
. . • ■ r l penalties, sendings-off 

::r ' • ofcings. 

title-chasers Manches- 
ur ' ved suffered the most ter- 
.*;e, knocked out of the 
P..-i Cup 2-1 by unheralded 
Si:.;.. .A United Sunday. 

;:. -elona had three players 
scn> >' in their own Camp Nou 
StaiJ-: • Saturday during a 1-1 
» Invar • .«h Atletico Madrid, while 
Ai-:T ; re beaten 2-1 by 10-man 
t’SV £ ndhoven in the Dutch 
cite winner arriving six 
tnijiu:.- from time. 

. hi !: :•!>*. leader AC Milan drew 
l-i a* . .Atlanta thanks to a penal- 
ty wjvu by their goalkeeper Sebas- 
l-.ino Mossi. 

!t wjss she first time for two and 
:r hsili .cars that Milan have 
pinved i league match without 
iury of their Dutch international 
i rin Mj;co Van Basten, Ruud 
Gullii nnd Frank Rijkaard. ‘All 
three were injured. 

Manchester United not only- 
the lead in Sheffield but also 
had the chance to keep alive their 
hopes of a league and cup double 
fay drawing level at 2-2 when they 
were awarded an 83rd minute 

penalty. 

. The usually reliable Steve 
Bi.uee missed from the spot, fore- 





FamaHinn defender Carlos Fonseca (right) fouls Benefka’s Joato Pinto 
(left) daring their Portuguese Premier League match. Benefits won 
1>0 (AFP photo) 


ing United fans to concentrate on 
the possibility of a first league 
title since 1967. 

Tottenham were more success- 
ful in their fifth round match, 
beating Wimbledon 3-2 after 
storming into a three-goal lead in 
the first half. 

In Spain, champions Barcelona 
are now three points off the pace 
in the league table but the orgy of 
sendings off against Atletico 
grabbed all the headlines. 

Barcelona midfielder Jose 
Bakero was the first player to get 
his marching orders for a second 


yellow card, quickly followed by 
Guillermo Amor who was shown 
the red card seconds later for 


The tally of dismissals reached 
four in the last three minutes 
when first Juan Vizcaino of Atle- 
tico and then Ronald Koeman of 
Barcelona were sent off for cynic- 
al tackles. 

The referee had to be escorted 
from the pitch under, police riot 
shields as missiles rained .down 
from the terraces. Barcelona 
have now gone five games with- 
out a win. 


Brazilian Jose Bebeto missed a 
penalty as Spanish League lead- 
ers Deportivo Coruna bad to 
settle for a 1-1 draw in an exciting 
dash with Osasuna in Pamplona 
Sunday. 

Osasuna goalkeeper Roberto 
Santamaria saved the weakly 
struck shot from the league's 
leading scorer in the 39th minute. 

The miss cost Deportivo a gol- 
den opportunity to pull further 
away in the championship. Their 
nearest challengers Real Madrid 
and Barcelona were both held to 
draw at home. 

There were also a few prisoners 
taken in the Dutch First Division 
clash between Ajax and PSV 
which saw one red card, six book- 
ings and a missed penalty. . . 

PSV defender Jan Hemtze was 
sent off early in the second half 
for a second bookable offence, 
but two goals by PSV midfielder 
Edward Linskens made up the 
difference despite a penalty miss 
by Brazilian striker Romano. 

PSV lead the table on 32 
points, with Ajax now three 
points behind in fourth place. 

However, AC Milan remain 
the most consistent dub side in 
Europe. Their 1-1 draw with Ata- 
lanta extended their unbeaten 
league run to 55 games and kept 
them nitre points dear of nearest 
rivals Intern azionale who drew 
0-0 with Napoli. 

Milan left it late, though, both 
the game’s goals coming in the 
last four minutes. Jean-Pierre 
Papin scored for Milan, Maurizio 
Ganz replying for Atalanta. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Polgar clinches match against Spassky 

BUDAPEST (AP) — : Hungarian teen age chess whiz Judit 
Polgar, the world’s top-ranked woman, clinched victory over 
former world champion Doris Spassky by holding die Russian to a 
draw in the ninth game of their 10 game series. The draw gave the 
16-year-old an unbeatable 5.5 points to Spassky's 3.5, with one 
game left Tuesday in which Ms. Polgar plays white. 

English hero Moore faces toughest fight 

LONDON (R) — Mention the year 1966 to any Englishman and 
he will wax lyrical about soccer, Wembley and Bobby Moore. The 
fair-haired Moore was the focus of an entire nation that July 
afternoon 27 years ago when England won the World Cup for the 
only time in their history. As be lifted the golden Jules Rimet 
trophy aloft, the England captain offered an image which has 
never faded in the minds of those who saw it. The shock news that 
the respected Moore is now fighting cancer has shaken a 
generation. The elegant former defender, who won 108 interna- 
tional caps, has been suffering from a bowel problem for some 
time. He underwent surgery in April 1991 in which a growth was 
removed but has now been told that cancer has spread to his liver . 

Senna and Prost back In the F-1 championship 

PARIS (R) — Three-times world champions Ayrton Senna and 
Alain Prost are back on the updated list of entries for the Formula 
One World Championship issued by the International Motor 
Sports Federation (FISA) Monday. The drivers were shock 
absentees when FISA released the list last month without world 
champion team Williams, who have signed Prost and Briton 
Damon Hill, and any driver from their rivals McLaren. In the new 
list of 28 cars entered for the 1993 season. Brazilian Senna is the 
third driver for McLaren with American Michael Andretti and 
Finn Mika Hakkinen. 

Finland's Sievinen sets 100th national record 

HELSINKI (R) — Finnish teenager Jani Sievinen, who estab- 
lished three short course world swimming records earlier this 
month, has now set his 100th national record. Sievinen, only 18, 
set two new records at the weekend at national short course 
competitions in Finland. Despite some problems at the finish, he 
shaved almost half a second off the previous 50 metres butterfly 
record with a time of 24.22 seconds in a 25- metre pool Sunday. 


Orlando win in triple overtime Seles, Courier, Becker win 


ORLANDO (R) — Shquille 
O’Neal was shaky at the start but 
awesome at the finish Sunday as 
tl>v Orlando Magic conjured a 
1(12-11X1 triple overtime victory 
over the New York Knicks. 

The rookie centre was in early 
foul trouble and out-played dur- 
ing regulation by his veteran 
Knicks counterpart, and prede- 
cessor as All-Star game starter, 
Patrick Ewing. 

But as lime ran out in the 
fourth quarter and then through 
three overtime periods. O’Neal 
dominated and lifted Orlando to 
a victory that snapped New 
York’s seven-game win streak. 

O’Neal. 20. finished with 21 
points, 13 coming in die extra 
p-:rii*Js..% 0 l the “Shaq attack” 
feft most on defence. 

Sic Mocked Ewing's fadeaway 
juiEpjt j» ifce buzzer sounded to 

• • ■.! egotathm. At the end of the 

I'urt iw n , O’Neal forced 
. ’.n h'.mjr Mason into a travel in 
! :ne j<tot before the buzzer. 

. 'keM John Starks' poten- 
r- > *wc-*inning shot to end the 
. . ::\\l overtime. 

New Jersey, Drazen Petro- 
■ wed eight of his 34 points in 

• - *:;:.me, including the go-ahead 
«•- 1.. with just under a minute 

■■■■:■ : »ivK, as the Nets rallied to 
’ *.H? Miami Heat 117-111. 

■iy Anderson added 22 
••• •' ■■ nod 10 assists for the Nets. 
• -rtved to within four games 
first-place Knicks in the 
":•* \>r. Division. 

i’-nfland. Danny Manning 

• . 22 points and Ron Harper 
'•* to lead the Los Angeles 
• 7* to a 96-86 win over the 

blazers, who lost their 
in a row at home. 

•icy Roberts added 20 
, lor the Clippers, who 

. n split of their home-and- 
!: .cries with Portland and 

a three-game losing 

) Strickland scored 16 

jx'n: - .Hid Clyde Drexler had 14 
for - Blazers, who have drop- 
p'd ' of their last six games 
;i~ini . Trail Phoenix by six 




Orlando’s SbaqiriOe O'Neal 

games in the Pacific Division. 

In Los Angeles. Byron Scon 
scored 24 points to lead a mob of 
double-figure scorers for the Lak- 
ers in their Valentine's Day mas- 
sacre of the Atlanta Hawks 135- 
96. 

At Golden State, Jud Buechler 
scored 17 points and Tyrone HiU 
and Sarunas Marciulionis had 15 
points apiece to lead a balanced 
attack that carried the Warriors to 
a 114-94 victory ’over the 
Washington Bullets. 

In Charlotte, Kendall Gill 
scored 27 points and grabbed 10 
rebounds and Alonzo Mourning 
added 24 points and 13 rebounds 
as the hot Hornets defeated the 
Detroit Pistons 1 17- 107. 

The win was the third in a row 
and seventh in eighth games for 
the Hornets, who moved four 


games over. 500. The loss was the 
sixth in seven games for the Pis- 
tons. 

Mark Aguirre led Detroit with 
23 points and Terry M J lls added 
22 points and 11 rebounds. De- 
troit's Bill Laimbeer was ejected 
in the fourth quarter after receiv- 
ing a double-technical for arguing 
a foul call. 


CHICAGO (Agencies) — Moni- 
ca Seles beat Martina Navratilova 
3-6, 6-3, 6-1 Sunday to win the 
Chicago Slims, her eighth straight 
match victory of the year without 
a loss and overcoming a hold the 
Czech native has on the windy 
dly. 

“I want to know what Monica 
had for breakfast because I didn't 
play that badly and got whooped 
m die last two sets,” said Navrati- 
lova, who has won 12 of 14 finals 
in her 17 Chicago appearances. 

‘‘The first time 1 played here, 
Monica wasn't even born,” the 
36-year-old Czech native said. 

With frequent shouts of “go, 
Martina,” the crowd at the 
Ifiinois-Chicago pavilfion was 
dearly behind Navratilova. 

Seles said she wasn’t bothered 
by her opponent's fan support. 

“In the first set, Martina just 
played well.” said Seles. “In the 
second set. I said to myself, 
'come on, I can play better.” 

Seles, 19, has a 10-6 edge 
against Navratilova, including 
five victories in the last six meet- 
ings between the two left hand- 
ers. The Yugoslav native, famous 
for her grunting while hitting the 
ball, was making her first stop in 
Chicago since 1983 when she lost 
a first-round match as a 15 year 
old. 

“I wanted to erase the bad 
memories of Chicago, losing my 
first match here four years ago,” 
said Seles. 

Navratilova’s short game and 
powerful backhand stymied her 
opponent early, but Navratilova 
quickly fell victim to Seles’ unre- 


lenting corner shots. 

“Once she gets going she is 
hard to stop,” Navratilova said. 
“1 lost a lot of deuce games, 
espedally on my serve.” 

In Memphis Jim Courier bat- 
tled through some mental exhaus- 
tion and another three-set match 
and held off 96th ranked Todd 
Martin 5-7, 7-6(7-*), 7-6(7-4) for 
the Krogwer St. Jude internation- 
al championship. 

“It’s very satisfying to win four 
three set matches in a row,'’ 
Courier said. “It’s very hard to do 
particularly after coming from a 
place like Australia. It's tough to 
recuperate and get ready to go, so 
I was very pleased I could gear up 
and fight my way through." 

Courier, ranked No. 1 on the 
ATP Tour, had to deal with sleep 
deprivation the first five days 
after he returned from his victory 
in the Australian Open in the last 
week of January. That was fol- 
lowed by mental fatigue as be 
adjusted back to the United 
States. 

He was taken to three sets in 
his three matches leading up to 
Sunday's final. Courier said being 
physically fit was the difference. 

“Guys can go out and play 
three set matches and play at 100 
per cent no problem. Everybody 
can do it — once. We’re the guys 
who can come out and do it two, 
three, four, five days in a row,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, Boris Becker won 
the 23rd indoor title of his career 
where be pounded Spaniard Sergi 
Brugera to defeat in the final of 


the Milan tournament Sunday. 

Using his booming serve to 
meat effect, the second-seeded 
Becker won 6-3, 6-3 in one hour 
20 minutes. 

He earned $112,500 for his 
troubles and 210 ATP points 
which could see him replace Ste- 
fan Edberg as the world’s third- 
ranked player. 

Brugera's clay-court game, 
based on touch and finesse, was 
no match for Becker’s power, 
although he did manage to hold 
his own in the baseline rallies. 

Fittingly, Becker blasted three 
aces in the finaL game to dose out 
the second set and the match. It 
was his second ATP tournament 
victory this year after bis success 
in the Doha event in January. 

“I did not allow Wally Masur a 
break point in the semifinal nor 
Brugera one today and it makes 
me very happy to serve like that,” 
said Becker, who dropped bos 
serve just - three times in the 
week. 

“It makes tennis very easy be-' 
cause you can reaJy attack the 
other guy’s serve. That puts him 
under constant pressure.” 

Becker was asked if he had 
seen a spectator’s sign which 
read: “The Davis Cup with super- 
boris is like the Oktoberfest with- 
out beer,” a reference to his 
recent decision to pull out of the 
German team for next month’s 
tie in Russia. 

“Yes, I did see that but I also 
heard that the Oktoberfest orga- 
nisers were thinking of reducing 
the amount of beer they supplied, 
too,” he said. 


NO, SIR- 1 DiDNTHELP 
HIM ..I DIDN'T KNOW SOME 
OF THE ANSWERS MYSELF.. 


YES. SIR.. HE SOT A 
PERFECT SCORE ...N0 f 
^HE DIDN'T CHEAT.. > 


NO, SIR.WEta NOT MAKING 
FUN OF YOUR SCHOOL.. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
a TMU4AH raftSCH 

- 1« TrtNM UM K 


Andy Capp 


THE FTNESSER’S NIGHTMARE 


RiiLh vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* A J 
9SQ74 
O A J65 

* K86 

w:;st EAST 

* 3 10 9 4 476532 

■; i)3 ? 3 

:■ 7 1 v Q 10 8 2 

+ Q1078 *8 3 2 

SOUTH 
68 

? A J 10 6 6 2 
v K 9 3 

* A J 4 

Tire bi Hiding: 

South West North East 

i: 14 2 * 4 4 

5 V Pass 6 ? Pass 

Pa«* Pass 
Opening teach King of 4 
V.»n should not judge a book by its 
ii'WT, but you can certainly gauge a 
iir ; fipc player’s talent fay the way 
rt-rtnin hands an tackled. Here's 
whirl vt mean. 

North-South reach an excellent 
hi-flrt sLun via the auction shown. 
Note East's preemptive raise to four 
.tpmJc‘8 on a hand that was not only 
trickless in high cards, but whose 
apiide length detracted from part- 
ner's trick-taking ability. Not vul- 
nerable, o ?ix -spade sacrifice would 


be profitable. 

If declarer wins the ace of spades, 
draws trumps, cashes the king of 
diamonds and takes a diamond fi- 
nesse, the defenders win prevail. 
When diamonds fa3 to break and 
the dub finesse does not succeed, 
declarer has only 11 tricks. You can 
conclude declarer is at best an aver- 
age player. 

Now suppose that after drawing 
trumps declarer ruffs a spade, cash- 
es the ace and king or diamonds and 
leads a diamond toward the jack. 
Chances of making the contract 
have improved considerably. De- 
clarer not only gets home whenever 
diamonds are 3-3 or West bolds the 
queen, but also when East holds a 
doubleton queen of diamonds. A 
good, solid player. 

Now let’s push the level of play a 
notch higher. If declarer draws 
trumps, cashes the long and ace of 
diamonds, then leads the jack of 
spades and discards a diamond from 
hand, you know an expert is at the 
helm. West is endplayed. A spade 
return yields a ruff-sluff, a dub re- 
turn is into declarer's tenure, and 
any diamond lead guarantees a third 
trick in the suit for a club discard 
providing declarer simply puts the 
jack on a low card. Try it. 


“qffiswis 


9CWSVII/W 
uaftLPBi: 
-7 BuTI 
A CAM 
EXPLAIN -1 


G£T BACK HERE! fTS) 
TAKEN ME HALF AN < 
T7 HOUR 70 CONCOCT. 

Ilf 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


MUTT, HOW DOYOU , 
MANAGE TO MAKE 
A LWING? I NEVER 
SEE YOU DOIN' 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16. 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Re- 
examination could be given now to 
a project to reveal weak lines. 
Disimilarity between the haves and 
bavesroot may appear vast now. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider weD the collections and 
payments yon have to make 3nd 
organise them sensibly or you can 
have confusion in the handling of 
(hern. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You want to get yourself in the 
best presentable condition but you 
need to make sure you use the 
right methods and persons to aid 
you now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have a plan of action to get out 
from under a situation that you do 
not like but don’t be upset if it 
takes longer than you had antid- 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you find you are too 
apt to depend upon friends and 
acquaintances to aid you to accom- 
plish a purpose you nave in mind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The 
outside world can be full of matters 
that you don’t know just how to 
handle and you would be wise to 
approach anything of credit, career 
■natters gingerly. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some new ideas 
which you think are just great but 
those with whom you come in 


contact now are not ap» W be of the 

same opinion. 

i mat - (September 23 to October ] 

22) If you take up some matter of a j 

business nature with one who b 
experienced in practical « : 

will take more than you think to 
work it out. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have associate who b 
just as determined to have his/her 
own way as you are and this is not- ■ 
the day or evening to try to come, 
to a meeting of minds. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) The work and 
errands that you have today may 
seem forever to get done so don’t 
expect swift action but maintain 
your own pace, do what you can. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You think you can. 
have a wonderful time today or 
tonight but it would cost far more 
than you anticipated and not be 
satisfactory either. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Conditions at your home 
can be at sixes and sevens but don't 
be frantic but schedule time and 
effort so that there is no lack of 
poise, calmness. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to make sure you are 
very watchful when on the highway 
or at any place where an accident 
could occur and avoid others reck- 
lessness. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Gtasbergen 



"Garden slugs are better than cats! 
No litter box, no yowling, 
no bad attitude...” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
A by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble then four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


MOTEC 


OTHIS 


GLAITH 


ENVORG 









WHERE THE 
SOPRANO MERMAfC? 
MAP E (SUITE 
A ©PLASH, 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cannon. 


Print answer here; 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BEFOG CROWN FERVID UNSEAT 

Answer What me impatient lawyer hoped tor— 
A BRIEF CASE 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Fforance C. AcOer 


ACROSS 
t Stuff 
5 “Planet of 
the—" 

9 — Hart 

13 Capital ot Tibet 

14 Entice 

15 — gobragN 
18 Refuge 

17 Algerian seaport 

18 Stent 

19 Moby Ock 

22 Period of note 

23 SVcty stuff 

24 Cautious 
27 Ensign 

32 Long for 

33 And others: 
abbr. 

34 Prime of Ha 

35 Had a deep 
atfecdon for 

38 Dul routine 
37 Retinue 

39 angle 

40 Yearn 

41 Bafet — 

42 Strang 

FuTUUIOfl 

45 Taut 

46 Tatter 

47 A Gershwin 

48 Tm dreaming 
of—" 

57 Unskfltod 
la borer 

58 Sten cream 
ingredient 

gbmmb 

80 Cozy 
61 Mdday 
62SMtoC 
63 Raison if— 
64ChSd 
65 Coup d" — 

DOWN 

1 Scorch 

2 Serosa out 

3 — Minor 

4 Overcame 
5-Hamfian 

farewal . 

8 Hindu 



anaai Marta Smtea. Inc 


8 Dakar's tend 

9 System 

10 Solo 

11 Prepare land for 

planting 

12 Part of AJU. 

13 Record of a 


PmzlaSofmft 


200Mflftad 
21 Came out on top 

24 VMtchflto dd 
woman 

25 Asylum 


27 Dwarf 
28Engpah«rt 


29 Accurate 
30— cam 


rioifno furanmn nnnn 
nrcnn nmnni nnnn 
nnnoaniiinnnnnnnn 
□nRnrannn nbnnnn 

• unnn niinn 

nmrifs pinn 
ngnnn .nninn nonn 

B0nn nnnn fionnn 

nnnn nninn 

ranmnnnnn 

yyiijH nmcKn ninnn 
Finnn nnnnn nnn^ 


7 The E In OH) 


31 Unit of force 

32 Sound ofa 
nooiDi ai 

33 I re land 
37 Cherish 
98 Operate 

4Q Pubic spectacle 


sarjBsr *3sb.’. 
«2r *£££ 

50 rime unit •- 
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Romanians demand 
bread, pay rises 


BUCHAREST (R) — Thousands 
of Romanians marched through 
Bucharest Monday shouting for 
president Ion Iliescu's resignation 
in the first workers' street protest 
against the - government which 
took office in November. 
-Discontent over dwindling 
arages, soaring prices and grow- 
ing unemployment has built up 
over the past month with a series 
pf strikes and threatened stop- 
pages, as well as quarrels be- 
tween tinions and the government 
during wage negotiations. 

' Mdnyof the 3,000 workers who 
. massed in Revolution Square in 
icy weather, also shouted slogans 
- demanding bread and -pay rise*, 
were cheated by this gov- 
gyninent." said union leader Au- 
rel Stan* “We want jobs, better 

pay and an end to the misery in 
our lives.” . 

The protesters sent the govern- 
ed: and Mr. Iliescu a fist of 
demand; — better welfare, new 


jobs and minimum monthly pay 
of 41,000 lei ($821 instead of the 
present 17,300 ($35). 

Protesters chanted “jobs, not 
unemployment" . “resignation, 
resignation" and “down with 
niescu.” 

They marched through the 
capital with banners naming un- 
ion brandies from across Roma- 
nia and daubed with slogans such 
as “where is the bread?" and “we 
want better wages, not lies." 

The march was led by the 
“Solidarity 90“ trade union fed- 
eration. which groups 500,000 
workers from many professions. 

The confederation of Free 
Trade Unions (CFTUl which 
boasts more than one million 
members, has threatened nation- 
al strikes unless the government 
accepts its demands on a national 
labour contract including a tri- 
pling of basic pay to keep pace 
with inflation. 


Jordan Times 


.Financial 

- | . in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

y < Pl h f in International Markets 


Stott* Pound 
DM&dK Mark 


Sets Trane 



European Curreny- Unil 


New 

close 

i*w 72/J/93 

Tokyo 

Ct04\L 

15/2/93 

1.4205 

1.411 5 

1.6604 

1.661 7 

1.5345 

1.5470 

5.6.165 

5.6188 •* 

120.68 

121.15 

1.1740 

1.1721' *• 



1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTH 

5. 12 

3. IS 

3.31 ! 

3. at 

| 

6.1? 

5.75 j 

5.63 

BIIM 

S.37 

7.87 

7.18- 

BBSS 

5.37 

5.16- 

5.06 

j II. 75 

It. 75 

10. 7 5 

9.50 

| v.ZZ 

3.2 1 

3.18 

3.18 

1 9.62 

9.5 0 

9.12 

8.62 


Deutsche Murk 


Swiss Fluor 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Unit I o_$j* 


buertuml, hid ntn la.mmi, rMrrtltn* ( ,\ ItoOirs I .ooo.UM or qanlni. 


Pradmss Moots 


Dat*:, 5/Z /g5 


Metal 

1 UStVOi 

JtkGm ? 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

3H.S5 | 

f.4t> 

Silver 

3.69 

.080 
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MerfijtR Pound 


Swk Franc 


French Franc 



Franc 


Odw Cammcwi 


C.JIct 

0.4187 

0.4472 

0.4494 

0.123! 

0.1257 

0.5713 

0.5742 

0.0921 

0.012* 

0.0448 

0.0450 

0.02021 

0.02031 
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GEKATE 


LONDON (R) — ' Following are the buying wid selling rates foi 
teadmg'rorld currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
On the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of cold 


1.2545/50 

1.6590/600 

1.8675/85 

1.5438/48 

34.24/28 . 

5.6110/60 

1549/1551 

121.13/18 

7.4950/5050 

7.0500/600 

6.3550/650 

1.4145/55 

5328.30/328.80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss, francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
' Italian lire . 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao Monday offered $5 million 
of credit to Tajikistan to boost 
trade between India and ihe Cen- 
tral Asian republic. 

Mr. Rao made the offer lo 
Abdul Malik Abdul Lojonov. the 
prime minister of Tajikistan, who 
arrived Sunday night on a five 
day visit aimed ui improving com- 
merce with India. 

India's Commerce Secretary 
A.V. Ganesan told businessmen 
from both countries that India 
will step up its export of consum- 
er goods to Tajikistan. -Press 
Trust of India (PTi) reported. 

Mr. Ganesan also said India 
will establish joint ventures be- 
| tween the two cations and help 
train Tajikistan businessmen. PTI 
said. 

Mr. Abdul Lojonov thanked 
; Mr.. Rao and invited Indian in- 
dustrialists to set up ventures 
using his small republic's large 
supply of cotton and minerals 
such as silver, zinc and lead. 

Mr. Abdul Lojonov said he 
would like India's help in setting 
up businesses. 

Manubhai Shah, president of 
the India CIS Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, said it hopes 
to send businessmen ip Tajikistan 
to make deals involving textiles, 
drugs, minerals and other items. 

Mr. Rao and Mr. Abdul Lo- 


& 


CAIRO (Rj Tourism Minister 
Fouad Sultan said Monday Mus- 
lim militant attacks on foreign 
tourists had cost Egypt $700 mil- 
lion. 

Despite tough security mea- 
sures taken by the government to 
safeguard the country's, main 
source of foreign currency, hote- 
liers and tourist operators say 
business is slack. 

Mr. Sultan said militant 
attacks, in which one British 
woman was killed and two Bri- 
tons and five Germans were 
wounded late last year, caused a 
20 per cent drop in revenues 
compared with the same period 


on tourists cost Egypt $ 7 G 0 m 


the year before. 

“Between $60 and $70 million 
is lost in receipts each month. 
The losses have reached about 
$700 million so far," Mr. Sultan 
told Reuters. “If that pace con- 
tinues, the losses in the fiscal year 
1992-1993 (which ends in June) 
will reach about $1 billion," he 
added. 

He said when calculating re- 
venues based on government 
forecasts, the losses could be 
even more. Egypt had expected 
four million visitors for the fiscal 
year 1992-1993 and more than $4 
billion in revenues. 

Mr.' Sultan said in the year 


1991-1992 an estimated three mil- 
lion tourists visited Egypt, gener- 
ating $3.5 billion. 

“Tourism activity is below 
average. There is a drop instead 
of growth. The drop has been 
between 15 and 20 per cent every 
month compared with the same 
period last year," Mr. Sultan 
said. 

He said the tourism industry 
accounted for 30 per cent of 
Egypt's foreign currency receipts 
and 10 per cent of its gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

Many employees in the tourism 
business fear for their jobs. 

“If things don't improve many 


people in the business will be 
without a job very soon." said 
one Australian tour operator. 

The pyramids and ancient 
pharaonic temples — Egypt's 
main tourist attractions — are 
virtually empty. Luxury hotels, 
tourist villages and Red Sea 
beaches are quiet. 

Egyptian hoteliers are nostalgic 
about the boom days. Boats and 
river cruisers lie idle along the 
palm-lined banks of the Nile wait- 
ing for clients. Souvenir shops 
have everything except shoppers. 

Michael Shepherd, general 
manager of the Nile Hilton, said 


occupancy at his hotel was 65 per 
cenr compared with a full occu- 
pancy last year. 

“Tourism hn.s been badly 
affected. We have lost 5fl percent 
Of our tourism business... things 
are deteriorating." he said. 

“The fear of tourists is exagger- 
ated. but it is .still an understand- 
able fear. 1 don't blame them. 
They are targeting tourists." 

The government has boosted 
security measures by assigning 
well-trained police troops to pro- 
lect tourist spotl'and hotels. Sec- 
ret police cars patol the streets of 
tourist villages.* 


Hong Kong stocks 
smash 6,000 barrier 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong's key stock market index 
soared through 6,000 points Mon- 
day. propelled by speculation 
that China is ready to start discus- 
sing the colony's political future 
after months of acrimonious 
deadlock. 

The blue-chip Hang Seng index 
surged more than 200 points in 
afternoon trading before slipping 
slightly to close up 191.29 points. 
3.27 per cent, at 6.049.44. 

Brokers said the scramble be- 
gan after local newspapers re- 
ported that Peking, which re- 
sumes sovereignty in 1997. was 
ready to drop ids demand that . 


campaign to force Mr. Patten into 
submission. 

The reports, all in Chinese- 
language newspapers, met with a 
string of official “no comments" 
from both sides but no denials. 
With Hong Kong's overall eco- 
nomy still buoyant despite the 
row, buyers jumped back in. 

“Investors had been waiting for 
a breakthrough to buy into a 
market of sound fundamentals." 
said Eugene Law, head of re- 
search at DBS Securities. “The 
reports were just .taken as the 
breakthrough, although they are 
yet to be confirmed. 


Somalia’s economy surfaces 
again from desert sands 

MOGADISHU (R) — One of a order, and vast numbers in that Mohammad Sharif, a 22-yeai 
handful of new-looking cars area are destitute refugees. old driver, told Reuters: “Whe 


Mr. Rao and Mr. Abdul Lo- governor Chris Patten must scrap T J * 
jonov signed agreements de- his democratic reform proposals J O rfl3.I113.il S, 

signed to improve relations be- before any talks can begin. " 

tween India and Tajikistan, in- Monday's close was the first ^SPUlfllQ 
crease their trade, explore each time the index had risen over vJclltVllO 

others’ cultures, and compete in. 6,000_ since Nov. 17 last year as 1TT> 

sports. Peking stepped up a ferocious iCdlll UTJ 
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OBGMIIIKD NARKTT SHAKE PRICE LIST FOR HOME AY 15/02/1993 


team up 
on waste 
disposal 


COUP AMY' 5 SOME 


ARAB fUUIK 

JOHDJUt RATIONAL HAUL 

BARK OP 30ADNI- 

XNDUSTKXAL DEVELOPMENT atUT 

THE HOUSING BAItt 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

AAAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BAHT. 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANE 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 PlKANOt BANK 

BEIT SUM. SAVINGUBVE9THEMT FOR HOUSING 

AMMAN BASE rOR INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INSURANCE - 

ARABIAN BEA3 1USPMBCX 

JKBUSALEM INSURANCE 

JORDAN PREACH INSURANCE 

TARNOnX INSURANCE A REINSURANCE 

ARAB UNION INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

tRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

JORDAN TOURISM A SPA COMPLEX 

KATICOAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA EVTRPRISE9 A EQUIPMENTS r.iragTwa 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CE N T ER 

HACBZNARY EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN FAESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

UNITED HI DOLE EAST E COMMODORE HOTELS 

JORDA N TO BACCO L CIOAHBTTES 

ATT1NQEEF CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THB JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE BINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM ALPTNWH 

JORDAN TANNING 

WOOLS* INDUSTRIES. 

TNF INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL E AO RJ CULTURAL 
TUB JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC nWBSEUSS 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES aADUFACTURU* 

JORDAN PAPER E CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING A NEAPING 
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IRBID (Petra) — Teachers and 
specialists at Jordanian and Saudi 
Arabian universities are combin- 
ing their efforts to work out 
programmes on safe disposal of 
dangerous waste, similar to prog- 
rammes adopted by advanced na- 
tions. according to Ibrahim 
Atem, head of a visiting delega- 
tion from Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd University of Petroleum 
and Minerals. 

Dr. Alem said in a meeting in 
Irbid that King Fahd University 
and the Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology (JUST) are 
jointly spearheading the . en- 
deavour to benefit the Arab 
World. 

Dr. Alem met with JUST Pres- 
ident Kamel Ajlouni and discus- 
sed cooperation in safeguarding 
the environment and disposing of 
dangerous and chemical waste. 

He said the visit to JUST came 
as part of ongoing consultations 
between the two universities. 

The visit also follows the Saudi 
delegation's tour of several cen- 
tres in the United States and the 
United Kingdom which handle 
harmful waste. 


negotiates the ruined streets of 
Mogadishu, where imported 
cigarettes have now almost mira- 
culously appeared at stalls. 

The economy of this Horn of 
Africa country, destroyed by civil 
war and famine, is coming out of 
hiding. 

In the case of the cars, and 
some stores of consumer goods, it 
is literally rising from the desert 
sands, now that the U.S. troops 
are keeping the warlords in 
check. 

'The new cars that you see in 
the streets these days had seen 
buried in the sand by their owners 
during the war, fearing that they 
would be looted;" said Abdi 
Aden, a longtime resident. 

“Some people even damaged 
their cars deliberately by remov- 
ing their windows and lights to 
prevent looting,” he said. 

If you want Kenyan-made 
Embassy or Sportsman 
cigarettes, you can get them. If 
you prefer more exotic interna- 
tional brands such as Rothmans 
or Benson Hedges, they are also 
available. 

Further down the bombed-out 
roads and streets of Mogadishu 
you can now buy rice, imported 
bottled drinking water and other 
“luxuries.” 

Two hotels have reopened and 
a few new-looking cars sweep 
through the dusty avenues. 

Many of Somalia's six million 


But in the safest areas the 
indomitable business spirit of 
these northeast African traders 
famed for selling camels and 
livestock is slowly relaunching a 
collapsed economy. 

“These people will sell you any- 
thing.... they are very adept at 
getting business back on its feet." 
said a French official who has 
been working here since Decem- 
ber. when the multinational force 
was deployed in Somalia to end 
gun law. 

“When I first arrived in Moga- 
dishu just two months ago. every- 
thing had collapsed — the water 
system, electricity, telephones 
and the government. . 

“You couldn't even speak of a 
subsistence economy then as 
most residents were afraid to 
move around the streets. But 
look now — they are filled with 
people, busy buying or selling this 
or that." he said. 

Even In times of peace Soma- 
lia’s economy was rudimentary, 
dependent on livestock exports 
and foreign aid. 

Guerrilla war between rebels 
and army troops of dictator 
Mohammad Siao Bam in the 
1980s was costly. Western 
donors, taking a tougher line on 
human rights in the post-cold war 
era, cut off aid and the economy 
crumbled. 

Siad Bane’s ouster in 1991 
plunged Somalia into new depths 


people are outside the areas to' of agony and despair as rebels 
which a U.S.-led task force has competing for power looted and 
restored some semblance of plundered anything they found. 


Mohammad Sharif, a 22-year- 
old driver, told Reuters: “When 
you look at what has happened, it 
is clear that a bad government is 
better than no government at 
all.” 

“Look at what the fighting has 
done to my country." he added 
resignedly, surveying the bullet- 
scarred houses and buildings of 
what used be Mogadishu. 

The uneasy calm that has fol- 
lowed the arrival of the 37.000- 
strong multinational fpree. most 
of it American, has spurred the 
Somalis to open numerous little 
food shops in Mogadishu and 
other main cities. 

“We thank (he Americans and 
all troops from other countries 
who came to our rescue. I am 
now able to run my business 
again." said Mohammad Farah. 
who owns a car-parts shop. 

Abdi Aden, a Mogadishu rest-' 
dent of many years, said more 
enterprising Somalis were buying 
television sets from neighbouring 
Djibouti to sell to people who 
wanted to watch video films at 
home. 

The United Nations, which 
mandated the deployment of the 
23-nation Somalia force, says it 
will help with the country's recon- 
struction but Somalis themselves 
must take the lead. 

“We are ready to help with the 
reconstruction of social and eco- 
nomic infrastructure which was 
totally destroyed... but Ihe Soma- 
lis themselves must take responsi- 
bility to run their lives.” said 
fsmat Kittani. U.N. special envoy 
for Somalia, this week. 


Norway raises oil, g 
reserve estimate by 


OSLO (R) — Norway. Europe's 
top oil producer, has raised its 
estimate of oil and gas reserves by 
12 per cent and said at current 
rates it could keep pumping oil 
for the next 45 years. 

The state-run Norwegian Pet- 
roleum Directorate said the coun- 
try had offshore resources 
equivalent to 10 billion tonnes of 
oil under the Norwegian con- 


tinental shelf, up from abour nine 
billion estimated previously. 


“The expected amount for tot- 
al Norwegian petroleum re- 


Ten billion tonnes is about 75 sources has risen by about 12 per 


billion barrels — worth SI .4 tril- 
lion at current oil prices and 


cent compared to previous esti- 
mates." the directorate said in a 


28-year-old male, fluent in speaking, writing and reading 
English and Arabic with 3 years experience in clerical 
positions in U.S. A. is seeking a clerical position. 

Please call Savnlh from 9:00 a-m. until 1:00 pjn. 
and from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at 797008 




Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 


Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:00. 8:30. 10:30 

Free Car Parking 


fantastic wealth for a nation of statement, 
just 4.3 million people. Norway has so far extracted 

Norway's economy has become about 1.13 billion tonnes of oil. or 
increasingly dependent on oil 11 per cent of (he expected re- 
since production began in 1971. covcrable total. 


Duty Free Car For SaEe 

- Mitsubishi Galant 1 988 with full options. Very low 
mileage. 

- Car can be inspected at 

Australian Embassy, tel. 673246 

-Sale by tender closing Thursday Feb. 18. 


Ground Floor Of A Villa For Kent 

Location is in Khalda. 

Separate entrance, garden and utilities. 230 sq.m. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, big kitchen and 
store, living and guest rooms. Two sitting areas looking 
into the garden. Fumished/unfurnished. 

Call 840011 


Cinema 


Robert De Nero & Nick Nolte 

In 


Tel.: 634144 


Shows: 12-30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 p.m ’ ! 

Special show for children on Th. & Frr 
at 11:00 am.' 

Tfee Stags Sunny 



PLAZA 

Tel. 

Basic Instinct: 

f 

Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 


Sharol Stone 

flnHrait 

Shows: 12.-30. 3 JO, 6 JO. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 





British Ladies Of Amman 

Our monthly meeting will be held at the 
PLAZA HOTEL on Wed , 17th February at 
4.00 p.m. all members and guests welcome. 



Tel.: 675571 

Theatre 


EMhaE M ^sssSsina TBseatre 
Tuesday January 5th marks the opening of 
the new theatre season presenting: 

iPacBsSeBEBonfeasBa pITa^a wa QaimefeJ 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 


Nabil & Hisham’s T . 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 

“Welcome New World Order — 93” 

a political comedy review 

Daily, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 8:30 p.m. 
Matinee on Thursdays at 4:30 pjn. 

Box office open dally 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes Cars - EtaCy rjtapsaesfi 

1. Mercedes 200. model 89. sysiem 90. 

Automalic. ABS. centrelock, elec, sunroof, electric right 
mirror, rear headrests. Colour: Dark blue. 

Price *JD 12,500 

2. Mercedes 190E. 2.0„ model 1989. sysiem 90. ABS, centre- 
' lock, electric sunroof. Colour: Black. 

Price JD 10,500 

Please call 823709 “for 2 days only” 


SALESPERSON WANTED 

A Jordanian firm of importers, specialising in drugs, 
medicines, and cosmetics is urgently seeking a dynamic 
salesman/woman to handle its cosmetics sales, promo- 
tion, and distribution activities. 

The candidate should: 

- Own his/her car. 

- Be fluent in Arabic and English. 

- Have prior sales experience. 

Applicants should write, enclosing background education 
and experience to: 

The General Manager 

P.O.Box 6425, Amman - Jordan or Fax No. 623077 
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U.N. tries to get 
convoy to starving 
Bosnian Muslims 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. nego- 
tiators tried Monday to persuade 
rebel Serbs to allow a convoy 
through their lines to take 
emergency aid to starving Mus- 
lims in eastern Bosnia. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment and leaders of the Serbs 
have agreed to a ceasefire to let 
the 10 trucks through. 

But a spokeswoman for the 
fcJ.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) in Belgrade 
said local Serb commanders were 
insisting that they had not re- 
ceived permission to let the con- 
voy pass. 

She said negotiators were 
attempting to gefSerb agreement 
Cbr the trucks to reach rhe Cerska 
urea, where the UNHCR esti- 
mates as many as 25.000 Muslims 
are trapped. 

They are among tens of 
thousands of Muslims cut off in 
eastern Bosnia since civil war 
broke out in the former Yugoslav 
republic last March. 

The convoy set out from Bel- 
grade Sunday but had to spend 
the night inside the Serbian fron- 
tier after it was turned back at 
roadblocks manned by Bosnian 
Serbs. 

The Bosnian government has 
protested at the UNHCR's fai- 
lure to reach the Muslims in the 
east by refusing to accept U.N. 
aid for the besieged capital, 
Sarajevo. 

If the convoy gets through the 
UNHCR plans to send another to 
the area in a week. 

Mortar, machinegun and small- 
arms fire erupted in the south of 
snow-covered Sarajevo at dawn 
buj died down later. 

- The Muslim-controlled radio in 
the capital said occasional shells 
landed during the morning. 

The Belgrade-based news 
agency Tanjug said Bosnian gov- 


ernment forces had used mortars, 
multiple-rocket launchers and 
machineguns in an attack on 
Serb-held Ilidza. close to 
Sarajevo airport, in the early 
hours of the morning. 

Sarajevo Radio reported fight- 
ing in other parts of Bosnia, 
including shelling and heavy snip- 
er fire at Muslim-held Gradacac. 
120 kilometres north of Sarajevo. 

The snow around Sarajevo has 
hampered efforts to repair the 
city's war-damaged power lines 
by covering land-mines. It has 
also held up delivery of UNHCR 
relief supplies outside the capital. 

Tanjug quoted rebel Serb 
forces in the Krajina enclave in 
Croatia as saying they had repel- 
led attacks by Croatian troops in 
a scries of artillery and tank 
battles. 

Goran Hadzic. president of the 
self-proclaimed Serb republic in 
the Krajina area of Croatia, left 
Monday for talks in New York 
with international peace 
mediators Lord Owen and Cyrus 
Vance. 

Croatian leaders were also due- 
to go to New York. 

But Mr. Hadzic has made it 
dear the Serbs will not give up 
their demands for an independent 
state carved out of Croatia. 

“We are going to New York to 
explain that we cannot live 
together with the Croats." her 
said Sunday. 

Radovan' Karadzic, leader of 
the Bosnian Serbs, was quoted by 
Tanjug as saying in a television 
interview that plans for a referen- 
dum on union between the Bos- 
nian and Croatian Serbs had been 
put off for the time being. 

But Mr. Karadzic said that if 
U.N. peacekeepers moved out of 
Krajina. leaving it open for Croa- 
tian troops to move in. the prop- 
osals would be revived. 
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China department store fire kills 79 

PEKING (R) — A fire which tore through a Chinese department 
store and killed 79 people Sunday was blamed on lax workers 
doing electrical welding, another sign safety standards are falling 
victim to China's economic boom. The official Xinhua News 
Agency Monday briefly reported Sunday's disaster, one of the 
deadliest fires to strike China in recent years. The agency said the 
fire ripped through the three-storey Linxi Department Store in 
the northeastern rity of Tangshan during peak shopping hours 
Sunday afternoon, transforming the store into an inferno. A 
Tangshan Dty Fire Department official contacted by telephone 
said a total of 79 people were killed by the blaze and another 51 
were injured. Tb>' fire in the industrial city east of Peking broke 
out at about 1: 1 .' - unday . and quickly consume^ the store in 

one of the city :* Ligot shopping areas, he said. 

Brazauskas elected Lithuanian president 

VILNIUS (AP) I i : huanians voting in their first popular 
presidential election chose former Communist Party leader 
I. Atgirdas Brazauskas by an overwhelming margin, election offi- 
cials said Monday. With all the votes counted, election commis- 
sion officials said Mr. Brazauskas had 60.1 per cent (1.210.517 
votes) to 30.1 per cent (767,345 votes) for challenger Stasys 
Lozoraiiis. The remaining were invalid ballots. Election officials 
said 70. b per cent of Lithuania's 2.6 million registered voters went 
to the polls in Sunday's election. Parliament made Mr. Brazaus- 
kas acting president last fall as former Communists returned to 
. power in a voter backlash. The two candidates waged a 
gentlemanly campaign. On election eve. their aides even played a 
friendly game of basketball. (Mr. Brazauskas' side won 38-28.) 
“Wc have passed a test for democracy. The election took place in 
a civilised way." Mr. Brazauskas said after the returns were in. 

Ghali arrives in Japan 

TOKYO ( Rl — U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali arrived in 
, Japan Monday to secure Tokyo's backing for his plan to 
strengthen the world body and its global peacekeeping activities. 
Dr. Ghali is to meet Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa and 
Emperor Akihito Tuesday. The secretary-general is also slated to 
deliver three policy speeches and officially open the new 
headquarters of the United Nations University in Tokyo. Like his 
January trip to Germany. Dr. Ghali's visit to Japan takes place 
amid signs that the United Nations will soon take steps to reflect 
an international power balance radically changed from the late 
J940s when the U.N. was founded. In his talks with the 

■ secretary-general, Mr. Miyazawa was expected to advance 
Japan's hid for a permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council. 

Japan foreign minister taken ill 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Foreign Minister Michio Watanabe, 
just home from u gruelling four-day trip to Washington, fell sick 
. in parliament Monday and was taken to hospital, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. Mr. Watanabe. fi9. who is also deputy 
prime minister, was suffering from a cold and overwork, the 
> spokesman said. Mr. Watanabe. considered Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa's closest rival, underwent gall bladder surgery in 1992 
and appeared to take a long time to convalesce. Although he has 
recently regained weight, he was reported still in poor health. The 
. earthy, plain-talking politician had an exhausting schedule in 
Washington, jousting with President Bill Clinton and Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher on sharp bilateral trade tensions and 
policy towards China and Russia. Returning to Tokyo late 
Sunday, he was back in parliament Monday morning to take pan 
in a committee session. 

Tabloid apologises to Queen Elizabeth 

LONDON (AP) — The Sun newspaper made a front-page 
apology to Oueen Elizabeth II. who is suing the tabloid for 
publishing her Christmas message two days early. In its early 

■ editions. Monday's Sun also said the newspaper would donate 
£200.(100 ($204,000) to the Save The Children charity, of which 
the Oueen's daughter. Princess Anne, is patron. It was not 
immediately clear'd that would satisfy the queen. A Buckingham 
Palace spokesman said the Queen's lawyers had received a 
telephone call from the Sun and that “any proposals ...will be 
looked at carefully but in the meantime the matter remains with 
the solicitors." The decision to apologise came from the Sun's 
publisher Rupert Murdoch. Assistant Editor Chris Davis said 
Sunday night. “U is Mr. Rupert Murdoch who feels we should 
make this handsome and gracious gesture. It has been discussed at 
the very highest level." On Tuesday the Sun had said it intended 
to fight the lawsuit in court. 
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A Serb refugee consoles her grandson in a school In the Serb enclave of 
Krajina. Croat and Serb secessionist forces conthmed to trade 
artillery Are Sunday around Zadar, along Croatia’s Adriatic coast 
(AFP photo) 


“If the United Nations should 
puli out its peacekeepers, then 
the situation would be radically 
different and we would go ahead 
with our plans for the union." he 
said. 

In a separate devel opment. 
Serb police in Kosovo province 
have stepped up efforts to drive 
ethnic Albanians from the 
ancient Serb -heartland of Pec. 
residents and foreign observers 
say. 

An increase in police sum- 
mons. beatings and nighttime 
raids appears linked to the suc- 
cess of radical Serb nationalists in 
recent elections, they say. 


“We believe the terrible abuses 
are part of a policy to make life so 
unpleasant for Albanians as to 
force them to leave Kosovo." 
said British peer Lord Rea. who 
led five European parliamenta- 
rians and a Canadian deputy visit- 
ing Kosovo last week. 

Ethnic Albanians make up ab- 
out 85 per cent of the 1 .9 million 
people in this poor southern Ser- 
bian province that borders Alba- 
nia proper. But about 350.000 
ethnic Albanians are said to have 
fled since Serbia revoked Koso- 
vo's limited autonomy in 1989 
and imposed direct rule from 
Belgrade. 


Yeltsin abandons Kremlin 
struggle for holiday 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, faced with a 
growing challenge to his power by 
conservative rivals, left Moscow 
unexpectedly Monday for what a 
spokesman called a 12-day holi- 
day at a country villa. 

A presidential spokesman said 
Mr. Yeltsin, who has a record of 
disappearing from the public eye 
at decisive moments, was relax- 
ing at a dacha just outside Mos- 
cow. AH meetings with foreign 
vi:. • had been officially re- 
nte-... : from his schedule. 

“Yeltsin’s health is fine, 
though he is tired after a heavy 
schedule over the last two 
weeks." a spokesman said. 

The president, who recently 
celebrated his 62nd birthday, had 
been due to meet parliamentary 
chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov in 
the Kremlin Tuesday for a second 
round pf talks intended to resolve 
a growing constitutional crisis. 

The spokesman said Mr. Yelt- 
sin had pianned his break for 
some time but made a final deci- 
sion Friday morning, hours after 
his first meeting with Mr. Khas- 
bulatov ended in deadlock. 

"The (Tuesday) meeting be- 
tween Khasbulatov and Yeltsin is 
the business of the two men. 
Yeltsin might contact Khasbula- 
tov and meet him as agreed,” the 
spokesman said. 

“But the meeting may also be 
postponed." he added: 

Mr. Yeltsin has on several 
occasions withdrawn from the 
public gaze at crucial times, 
prompting speculation over his 


health. 

He disappeared for several 
days during a crucial meeting of 
Russia's supreme legislature last 
spring. He also cancelled several 
days of appointments, including 
an important meeting with 
Japan's foreign minister, at short 
notice last May. 

Mr. Yeltsin had been expected 
to meet French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas Tuesday. 

•This seems an unlikely time to 
take a holiday,” on#* foreign di- 
plomat commented. “He can stay 
in laugh with the Kremlin from 
out there, but experience shows 
there's no substitute for being on 
the spot." 

Mi. Yeltsin has met strong 
resistance from many quarters 
over the last week to his plans for 
a constitutional referendum. 
Even leaders of Russia's semi- 
autonomous regions, or repub- 
lic:, who have backed him in the 
past, said the vote could stir 
trouble. 

Commonwealth Television's 
news digest programme Itogi. re- 
viewing the week's events, said 
Sunday Mr. Yeltsin now 
appeared deserted over the issue. 

The president had hoped the 
referendum would give him 
popular support to break the 
power of a central and regional 
legislatures that opposes his 
radical economic reforms. 

If the poll is called off, as seems 
likely, he must seek another way 
of breaking their hold on govern- 
ment or accept a second humilia- 
tion in two months. 


Cambodian 
army is on 
offensive 
against . 
Khmer 
Rouge 

PHNOM PEN (R) — Phnom 
Penh troops are pressing home an 
offensive against Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas in strife-tom central 
Cambodia in violation of a cease- 
fire. a U.N. peacekeeping official 
said Monday. 

'Continuing with the ceasefire 
violations that they have been 
responsible for over the past few 
weeks, CPAF (Phnom Penh 
army) forces are continuing to 
press forward m the province of 
Kompong Thom,” said a spokes- 
man for the U.N. Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC). 

A 22.000-strong multinational 
U.N. force is in Cambodia to help 
prevent fighting and prepare for 
elections in late May. 

“Since last Friday. CPAF has 
consolidated areas won back 
from the NADK (the National 
Army of Democratic Kam- 
puchea. or Khmer Rouge) and 
has applied further pressure on 
Sakream,” the spokesman said. 

Sakream. about 50-60 
kilometres north of Kompong 
Thom town, is the headquarters 
of the Khmer Rouge's Regiment 
616. 

The Khmer Rouge, ousted 
from power in 1979 after a brutal 
four-year rule, have refused to 
abide by a Paris peace agreement 
between ail four Cambodian fac- 
tions. the basis of the U.N.- 
sponsored peace process. 

Fighting and a wave of politi- 
cally motivated violence directed 
primarily against the main 
opposition parties has thwarted 
one of UNTAC's main aims, to 
secure peaceful conditions for 
voting. 

U.N. military headquarters 
have described fighting this year, 
mainly around Battambang pro- 
vince in the northwest, as the 
worst ceasefire violations since 
the peacekeepers arrived last 
March. 

The U.N. spokesman said 
Monday that Phnom Penh's 
forces appeared to have captured 
several small villages in Kompong 
Thom and pushed to within two 
kilometres of guerrilla-held 
Kraya, another key insurgent 
area. 

Despite continued unrest, 
more than 300.000 Cambodian 
refugees h.- iir.* from 

camps in " vsewhere 

in the pas. jccording 

to U.N. figures. 

"The number of Cambodians 
who have rete ■«<. me as part 
of a joint Nations. 

UNHCR (U.N. Hign Commis- 
sioner for Refugees) programme 
today exceeded 300.000 people,” 
the spokesman said. 

More than 99 per cent of the 
refugees had returned from seven 
camps along the Thai-Cambodian 
frontier, he said. 

The number included almost 
2,000 Cambodians who formerly 
lived in refugee camps in 
Malaysia, Vietnam and Indone- 
sia. 

All 370,000 Cambodian re- 
fugees are expected to be repatri- 
ated by the end of March, a year 
after the huge operation began. 

Japan has authorised a request 
by UNTAC military commander 
Lieutenant-General John Sander- 
son for its engineers to help build 
bunkers and communications 
trenches for the French Foreign 
Legion in Chhuk, a small town in 
Kampot province in the south. 


Angola reports gains in 
Huambo battle; 6,000 dead 


prompting speculation over his tion in two months. | Kampot province in the 


After years of confinement, Aung San 
Suu Kyi still inspires Burmese 

BANGKOK (AP) - Confined to The eenerals sav thev won’t “Thines have not been e 


BANGKOK (AP) - Confined to 
her house by soldiers for 3ta 
years, Aung San Suu Kyi still 
fires the Burmese people's hopes 
for a peaceful end to decades of 
authoritarian oppression. 

This week in Thailand, seven 
Nobel Peace Prize laureates are 
gaihcriung to press for the release 
of Mrs. Suu Kyi. who won the 
1991 prize for what the Awards 
Committee called "one of the 
most extraordinary examples of 
civil courage in Asia in recent 
decades." 

Last month, when Burma's 
military junta convened a consti- 
tutional conference it described 
as a move toward democracy, 
dissidents exiled in Thailand cal- 
led it a sham and staged protest 
rallies, brandishing portraits of 
Mrs. Suu Kyi. 

In Burma, where open dissent 
can be dangerous, her name is 
whispered reverently and some- 
times her picture is seen in homes 
hanging next to golden statuettes 
of Buddha. 

Acknowledging its own fearful 
brand of respect, the junta indi- 
cated last month that Mrs. Suu 
Kyi’s detention may be indefinite 
because freeing her could cause 
political instability. It deferred a 
decision on her release to the 
next government. 


The generals say they won’t 
cede power to a civilian govern- 
ment until the new constitution is 
drafted, but has not said how long 
that would take. The junta re- 
fused to recognise the 1990 elec- 
tion in which it was badly beaten 
by Mrs. Suu Kyi's National 
League for Democracy even 
though she already was in deten- 
tion. 

House arrest has almost com- 
pletely separated Mrs. Suu Kyi, 
47. from the outside world, in- 
cluding her British husband and 
two sons. 

Little has been heard of her but 
what does filter out indicates an 
unbroken spirit. The junta has 
offered freedom if she leaves the 
country — an option sNs refuses 
to discuss. 

"She gets no regular medical 
attention and refuses any favours 
from the regime... as a means of 
bringing pressure on them,” her 
husband. Oxford University 
scholar Michael Aris. said last 
November. He said she has been 
forced to sell furniture to buy 
food. 

She won’t even accept help 
from her family. Prof. Aris had 
planned to take her food and 
books over Christmas, but re- 
ceived a brief message from her 
asking him not to come. 


“Things have not been easy for 
her.” Prof. Aris said on another 
occasion. "But she pointed out 
that others have suffered far. 
more." 

Last May. she sent a speech 
accepting a U.S. human rights 
award, her first public statement 
since detention began. 

Possibly referring to recent re- 
forms by the junta, she said re- 
conciliation "goes beyond token 
gestures of appeasement." She 
called for respect for human 
rights and for the will of the 
people as expressed in the elec- 
tion. 

“I have never doubled the abil- 
ity of the people of my country to 
bring about these and other desir- 
able changes once national recon- 
ciliation has been achieved,” she 
said. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi is a slim, almost 
frail looking woman, with a 
graceful and dignified presence, 
her name means: a bright collec- 
tion of strange victories. 

She was bora in Rangoon but 
was travelled widely abroad. She 
graduated from Oxford and 
worked at the U.N. Headquar- 
ters in New York. 

She returned to the capital in 
1988 tto nurse her ailing mother. 
By coincide nee, the largest anti- 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan 
government said Monday it had 
regained ground from UN IT A 
rebels in the decisive battle for 
the second city of Huambo but at 
frad 6,000 civilians had died in 
more than a month of fighting. 

Diplomats said the govern- 
ment's position was precarious 
and they believed the rebels still 
controlled large parts of the 
smashed city. 

"The government will need to 
regain a lot of ground to prevent 
UNTTA from taking control.” 
said one Western diplomat. 

Fighting was raging around the 
governor’s palace and army in- 
stallations, the government said. 

More than 6,000 civilians were 
tailed in the five weeks of combat 
and those who remained were 
short of food and water, it said. 
Hundreds of bodies were littering 
tire streets, military officials in 
Huambo said on state-run radio 
Sunday. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the reports but fore- 
ign aid officials believe the death 
toll is in the thousands. 

Angolan military sources said 
both sides had sent reinforce- 
ments to the centra! highland 
city, which has been pounded y> 
rubble in many parts. Fighter 
planes took of? from Luanda at 
the weekend towards Huambo. 

State-run media Monday repe- 
ated government claims that Zai- 
reans and South Africans were 
helping UNITA. A South Afri- 
can company had rented three 
DC-3 planes to UNITA. it said. 

The battle for Huambo, former 
headquarters of UNITA (Nation- 
al Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola), is the most 


significant in the civil war which 
resumed after rebel chief Jonas 
Savfrnbi rejected his defeat in 
elections in September and began 
to expel! local authorities from 75 
per cent of the country. 

The war has resumed with un- 
precedented intensity, turning 
several cities into ghost towns and 
displacing hundreds of thousands 
of people. 

International aid organisations 
say they are unable to reach the 
worst stricken areas. UNITA has 
rejected a U.N. proposal for a 
brief truce in Huambo so that 
food and medicine can be rushed 
to thousands of wounded civi- 
lians. 

The United Nations has failed 
to revive May 1991 peace accords 
which ended 16 years of war 
between UNITA and the MPLA 
(Popular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola) government, 
ruler of Angola since independ- 
ence from Portugal in 1975. 

Talks in Addis Ababa in late 
January failed to produce a cease- 
fire. UNITA cancelled a second 
round planned for Feb. 10 on the 
grounds that its delegation bad 
not returned to Angola. UNITA 
refuses to set a new date. 

Many diplomats believe Mr. 
Savimbi wants control of Huam- 
bo before negotiating. Then he 
will seek a power-sharing agree- 
ment. a notion rejected until now 
by the MPLA, which was legiti- 
mately elected. 

Peace accord observers Portug- 
al, Russia and the United States 
demand UNITA agree to a new 
date by Wednesday night. But 
diplomats admitted they had little 
clout. 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Paul Keating in- 
tensified his attack on the Con- 
servative opposition Monday, 
predicting "industrial war” ami 
soaring inflation and interest 
rates if they won the March 13 
election. 

Polls showed the race closer 
than ever and political commen- 
tators judged opposition leader 
John Hewson the narrow winner 
of Sunday's television debate. 

Mr. Keating told a business 
conference that industrial anar- 
chy would result from a plan by 
the Liberal-National Party coali- 
tion to abolish industry awards in 
favour of enterprise bargaining. 

"In the factories and mines and 
construction projects of this 
country you will see industrial 
war,” Mr. Keating said. “The 
union movement will be smaller 


but more militant. 

“It is no accident that the 
question of industrial relations 
will be crucial in the forthcoming 
election.” 

Industrial relations were tipped 
as a major issue before the elec- 
tion was announced but until now 
unemployment, child care and 
business investment have grab- 
bed the headlines. 

However a question to Mr. 
Hewson during Sunday night's 
debate gave the Labour govern- 
ment he opportunity to attack 
what it believes is one of the 
opposition’s weak points. 

Asked if he would still "pul 
troops ou the waterfront” to 
achieve trade union reform, as be 
suggested a few years ago. Mr. 
Hewson said: “As an absolute 
last resort.. .if we had to we 
would.” 


Regional election defeat 
alarms Japan ruling party 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's new anti- 
comiption party has won a prize 
governorship in the ruling party's 
rural heartland, setting off alarm 
bells ahead of key Tokyo muni- 
cipal elections — and a likely 
general election — later this year. 

Final returns Monday showed 
that the Japan New Party (JNP) 
candidate, supported by the 
Socialists and rebels within the 
ruling Libera] Democratic Party 
(LDP), won the election in 
Yamagata, northern Japan, by a 
margin of 40,000 votes. 

“We see this as a big turning 
point.” a JNP spokesman said. 
“This is the start of a drastic 
change in Japanese politics, parti- 
cularly because it happened in the 
Liberal' Democrats' stronghold. 
We thank the people of Yamaga- 
ta for their courage.” 


It is the first time in more than 
two decades that the LDP, rulers 
of Japan since 1955. has lost the 
governorship of Yamagata, an 
underdeveloped, rice-growing re- 
gion heavily dependent on sub- 
sidies from Tokyo. 

"We were unable to achieve 
party unity,” a stony-faced Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa told 
reporters in parliament. 

Demoralised .in the past six 
months by a damning money- 
and-mobsters scandal involving 
'its leaders, the LDP failed to 
agree on a single, unified candi- 
date in Yamagata. 

Instead, four conservatives, all 
with past affiliation with the 
LDP, stood for the governorship. 
The LDP national and prefector- 
al leadership backed the wrong 
horse. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi 

government demonstrations in 
Burma’s history were exploding 
on the streets nationwide. 

Mrs ; Suu Kyi commanded 
attention because she is the 
daughter of Aung San. the re- 
vered, assassinated leader of Bur- 
ma’s drive for independence from 
British colonialism. 

She seized the moment, 
fearlessly criticising the generals 
as soldiers were shooting dead 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
demonstrators. 

“The present crisis is the con- 
cern of the entire nation ,” she 


told a mass rally. "I could not, as 
my father’s daughter, remain in- 
different to all that was going on. 
This national crisis could, in fact, 
be called the second straggle for 
independence.” 

Mrs. Suu Kyi consistently 
championed non-violence and 
change through dialogue but her 
appeals have been completely re- 
jected. After silencing her in the 
two storey house by Inya Lake, 
die junta has quieted the s t ree t s 
through intimidation and. arrests 
and decimated the organised 
movement she led. 


Keating warns of industrial 
war if opposition win 


D0OOOO 


Thyssen art 
collection to stay 


BARCELONA (R) — Smss 
financier Baron Hans-Heinrich 
Thyssen-Bornemisza has said he 
is on the point of agreement with 
the government for bis amhi 
million dollar art collection to 
stay in Spain for good. The col- 
lection of 800 works, including 
paintings by Tintoretto. Rubens. 

El Greco. Caravaggio. Goya. 
Van Gogh. Monet and Picasso, is 
on display in a specially restored 
18th century palace in Madrid.' 
Baron Tbyssen told reporters in 
Barcelona Friday he expected fin- 
al agreement for the masterpieces 
to stay in Spain to be reached "in 
a month or two.” He gave no 
details of the price Spain would 
pay to keep the collection, but 
officials involved in negotiations 
said the deal would be a mixture 
of sale and gift, with the govern- 
ment giv'ng guarantees on 
maintenance and conservation. 

Ex-wife to get more 
than $7 million 
of lottery winnings 

MARIETTA. Ga. (AP) — A. 
woman who fought for half of her 
husband’s tottery fortune in a 
divorce battle will receive more 
than $7 million after the judge 
ruled the man "financially irres- 
ponsible.” Paul Cooney won a 
S21 million lottery jackpot ra 
1989, to be paid .in 20 annual 
installments of $1,035,000. After 
winning the money, he accumu- 
lated $2.6 million in debt from 
bad business deals. Donna Marie 
Cooney. 30. will get one third of 
the tottery proceeds for the next 
six years and half the proceeds for 
the remaining :*i years, or 
$7,245,000 before U:\es. Superior 
Court Judge Robert E. Flournoy 
Jr. ruled. Mr. Cooney's pre-tax 
share over the 16 year period will 
be $9315.000. He will bear the 
S2.6 million debt alone. 

Talking word 
processors aim at . 
livelier office 

TOKYO (R) — From the coun- 
try that gave the world karaoke 
comes the latest in responsive 
machines — word processors that 
talk bade. They bark when you 
write "dog”, moo when you write 
“cow” and make the sound off 
pouring from a bottle when you 
write “beer”. If. you choose to 
recall a text file word-by-word at 
reading speed, the machines will 
repeat these and 26 other pre- 
programmed noises, from sleigh 
bells to sirens, as the words come 
up. The word processors, models 
of which go on sale in Japan next 
week at 170,000 yen ($1,360) and 
and 285.000 yen ($2380), even 
shout warnings at users when 
they try to switch them off with- 
out saving the contents of a file. 
Toshiba said the talking machines 
are aimed at a new range of users 
like students and young office 
workers who want more fun from 
their writing equipment. 

Food ads affect 
children’s eating, 

U.K. study finds 

LONDON (R) — Food manufac- 
turers have successfully used tele- 
vision to change the way children 
eat, a British consumer report 
said. The Consumers’ Associa- 
tion report found that heavily 
advertised foods are not just 
bought as treats but make up a 
large proportion of the average 
child’s diet. Advertisements far- 
tatty, s u gar y food far outnumber 
healthy eating messages and cfafi- 
dren ask for the products they see 
promoted, the report said. It said 
a child who watched Bri tish cobk 
merdal television for an hour 
after school and all Saturday 
morning would see 92 advertise- 
ments per week for food and 
onnk — a rate of nearly 10 ao 
hour. “Food companies have an 
-interest in catching consumers 
young. In their eyes, your kids 
are an expanding market," David 
Dickinson, exfitor of the assoefa- 
tion s magazine, which published 
report, said. BritSboam*" 
Fgjws spent more £460 ntiUhm 
($660 million) advertising food 
and^soft drinks on television in 
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